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> CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE  
IN SCOTLAND TODAY
In my capacity as a Convenor, I was 
fortunate to attend the annual Children 
and Young People’s Cabinet Meeting  
in March. The meeting invited several 
Members of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament, as well as members from the 
Children’s Youth Parliament, to present 
on the key issues affecting children and 
young people in Scotland today. 

The meeting was held in Bute House, 
which posed as a highly exciting venue 
– even despite a relatively large group of 
people being squished into a relatively 
small dining room!

The full cabinet attended (with one  
or two apologies) and it was dually 
chaired by SYP Chair, Suki Wan, and 
First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon.  
The atmosphere was incredible.  
The generational blend: electrifying.  
To watch an eight-year-old express their 
thoughts on Brexit with Michael Russell 
or a sixteen-year-old chat to John 
Swinney on education cuts was 
something so refreshing and optimistic 
to see in modern politics.

My presentation reflected on the 
instrumental tuition cuts across 
Scotland; underpinning the 
unjust disparity it has created.  
I was able to quote the messages 
of Linlithgow’s young people, to 
highlight the impact the charges 
have had on them, their teachers 
and the wider community. 
In addition, my colleagues spoke about 
incorporation of the UNCRC (United 
Nations Convention of the Rights of  
the Child), local council budget cuts, 
Adverse Childhood Experiences and  
the need for bereavement support;  
all of which are topics affecting young  
people today.

The Scottish Government’s responses  
to these issues will be published in a 
report, yet to be released. 

> RE-ELECTION AS THE  
MSYP FOR LINLITHGOW  
To finish, I would like to take this 
opportunity to announce my re-election 
as the MSYP for Linlithgow into the  
new Scottish Youth Parliament  
term of 2019-2021.  

The past two years have flown by and  
I have thoroughly enjoyed working  
with an array of awesome young people, 
decision makers and the wider 
community. 

I’m extremely excited to continue 
representing the young people of 
Linlithgow and to always ensure that 
their voices are heard. 

Alice Ferguson MSYP 
 
Website – https://aliceruby.wixsite.com

Twitter – @aliceMSYP

Instagram – @alicemsyp

Facebook- @aliceSYP

ALICE FERGUSON MSYP 
MEMBER OF THE SCOTTISH YOUTH PARLIAMENT  
FOR THE LINLITHGOW CONSTITUENCY



June

Wed 5 Linlithgow Link, fundraising 
bingo event. 7pm, £1.50 per ticket. 
Linlithgow Rose Social Club

Sat 8 Fledgling stories at Beecraigs, 
stay and play group for 2 to 5 year olds

Planet Abba tribute night, 7pm 
Linlithgow Rugby Club

Sun 9 Gruffalo Picnic, 12 noon, Tickets 
are £10 which admits up to 5 people, 
Linlithgow Rugby Club 

Seashore Foraging, Blackness shore with 
Anna Canning from Floramedica, 1pm 
Blackness Castle

Music@3 concert series, 3pm  
St Michael’s Parish Church

Tue 11 Deacons Court Ladies are 
delighted to present a Summer 
Showcase, 7:30pm in the Marches 
Marquee! Tickets £10.

Fri 14 FREE Fuel Efficient Driver 
Training, Transition Linlithgow Office, 
Unit 5, Braehead Road

Provost Wrestling Dinner, 7.30pm 
Marches Marquee

Sat 15 Wildflower Wander. Join a 
Ranger on a guided walk, 1pm 
Linlithgow Palace and Peel

Sun 16 Moondance, 7.30pm, raising 
money for Breast Cancer Now & St 
John’s Oncology Unit, L. Rugby Club

Tue 18 Riding of the Marches

Linlithgow Marches BBQ, 11am - 4pm, 
Free entry – burgers, salads, meats and 
drinks, Burgh Halls Linlithgow and 
Linlithgow Bridge Children’s Gala Day

Sat 22 Linlithgow and Linlithgow 
Bridge Children’s Gala Day

Sun 23 Water Safari , 9.30am, 
Linlithgow Palace and Peel

Sat 29 Spectacular Jousting, 12.30pm, 
Linlithgow Palace and Peel

 
LINLITHGOW 
RAMBLERS 
WALKING  
CALENDAR 
 With so many  
exciting walks  
pencilled in across the monthly calendar why 
not check out www.linlithgow.info for details 
on the type of walk,duration  
and your meeting point. 

The Linlithgow Community Magazine  
(aka The Black Bitch) is a Scottish Charitable  
Incorporated Organisation (SCIO): SCO42542
Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter.  
The paper we are using is FSC approved. 
Images: A big thank you to all our photographers  
who support the magazine throughout the year.

What’s On  - June

For more details and more events  
visit the what’s on page at www.linlithgow.info

ABBA tribute night  
at Linlithgow Rugby Club on  
8 June - tickets: 01506 845087

FALKIRK WHEEL CRUISES
9.30am, 30 JUNE  
 
Four hour cruise on  
Saint Magdalene.  
Linlithgow Canal Centre

Want to comment? Get in touch at: on.a.lead@gmail.com 3

Artist-led sketchbook 
journaling tour of 
Outlander locations 
in Scotland
30 June – 9 July
Tutors: Nicky 
Sanderson & guest 
tutors

Contact the Black Bitch
For editorial and to advertise: 
on.a.lead@gmail.com
Editor: David Tait, 07767 713024
 

 Copy deadline for next 
issue is 3 JULY 2019. 

WANT TO WRITE / BLOG 
FOR THE BLACK BITCH MAGAZINE?
The magazine is looking for young 
people to help establish a regular 
presence on its website, Facebook  
and Twitter accounts. Contact me  
in via social media, tel or email  
Alice Ferguson MSYP  
Twitter – @aliceMSYP   
Instagram – @alicemsyp 
Facebook – @aliceSYP

23 June, Sun  
GARDEN OPEN DAY & 
AFTERNOON TEA
Linlithgow Link are having a fundraising open 
garden day in Philip Avenue & Jock’s HIll 
Crescent. Entrance for the Garden Open Day 
is £5 per adult and includes afternoon tea.  
Disabled parking can be arranged in advance.

26 JUNE ELIZABETH MACNEAL   
THE DOLL FACTORY 
Tickets £8 from Far From The  
Madding Crowd. 7pm, Linlithgow  
Canal Centre

*Note: These events will run consecutively over several weeks or have weekly 
sessions confirmed. Check website for further details.

June Fri 14 
Marches Musical 
Concert.  
Linlithgow Academy 7.00pm.
 

* Repeating Event



As a born and bred Lithgae Lad, 
Andrew West is steeped in the 

traditions of the Marches and has 
never once missed the big day on 
the First Tuesday after the Second 
Thursday in June.

Andrew is the official photographer  
for the Marches and the Gala Day and 
is a familiar figure around the town at 
this time of year

He is very excited about this year’s 
Marches, which will commemorate the 
one hundredth anniversary of the local 
Royal Scots regiment returning from 
the First World War. (See page 20).  

“I’m really looking forward to it”, 
he told me. “The Marches is very 
mechanical. The same thing happens 
at the same time and same place every 
year, but you try to look for other angles 
here and there. It will be good to have 
something different to take photos of.”

The two Deacons’ Nights on the preceding 
Saturdays get Andrew completely in the 
mood and on the day itself, he is up at 4.15am 
and off with all his gear to the West Port for 
the 5am awakening by the flutes and drums.

“I used to walk the route and run 
around taking pictures, but I’m getting 
too old for that. Now, I jump in the car 
and get the flutes at the various stops, 

such as the Provost’s house. It’s hectic!”

Andrew tries to dash back to the West Port 
to catch the piper and drummer at 6am. 
When the Reed Band marches off at 7am, 
he switches to video and live streams the 
proceedings on social media. People watch 
this from all over the world.

After having covered all the usual early-
morning bases, Andrew attends the official 
Breakfast and then walks with the procession 
out to the Brig, taking photos as he goes. 
Last year, Andrew took 3200 shots on the 
Marches Day itself, which he edited down to 
a more manageable 800. With photos of the 
5pm finale in the can, Andrew finishes his 
marathon twelve hour stint and heads home 
for a well-earned rest.

“By the end of the day, I’m dead. 
There’s Facebook photos of me lying 
sleeping on the floor”, he laughed.

The Gala Day is no less strenuous in many 
ways, since Andrew covers the Reed Band at 
the Queen’s house on the night before and 
then all the various activities on the  
day itself.

Andrew’s photographic talents are also 
displayed through his involvement with 
Rockfiend Publications, which sees him 
cover heavy metal gigs all over the UK, and 
sometimes further afield. His regular skiing 
trips to Andorra are another source  
of wonderful images.

Andrew is perhaps best known for his  
sports photography and his long 
involvement with Linlithgow Rose.

“The wife will tell you that’s the big  
love of my life”, he quipped.

“I started the Rose website in 1998”, 
he told me “and that’s what got me into 
digital photography, taking photos and 
putting them up on the website. Vic 
Wood then asked me to take photos for 
the Gazette and I invested the money  
I earned into buying better gear.”

Andrew is still involved with the Rose 
committee and is very upbeat about the 
prospects for next season, when the Rose 
will join all their old Junior rivals, such as 
Bo’ness United, in the new Premier  
division of the East of Scotland League.

As the Marches celebrations loom 
large on the horizon, Andrew is ready 
to record what will be a momentous 
occasion. Echoing an earlier era,  
he loves to capture the crowds at the 
side of the road, snapping candid  
shots of people watching the  
Marches. So, keep an eye out for him.  
He may well snap you!

Murdoch Kennedy

4 BLACK BITCH ISSUE 66  | JUNE 2019

‘ F O LK  FA E  L ITH GA E ’  –  AN D R EW  W E ST

Im
age: Stuart V

ance



.

Although we are not competing in Beautiful Scotland and 
Britain in Bloom competitions this year, Burgh Beautiful is not 
resting on its laurels. Normal activities and new initiatives are 
being pursued by Burgh Beautiful members to get the town 
looking good this summer.

Planting is our primary function, with our 120 hanging baskets now being 
installed throughout the centre of town, after having been started off in our 
poly tunnel and greenhouse at Clarendon. The first of June saw our plant 
sale at The Cross, as always a marvellous opportunity to purchase all sorts  
of plants at reasonable prices.

We are in the midst of our major deliveries of plants; now Burgh Beautiful 
volunteers are busy planting up borders and planters with summer bedding 
to give colour to the town. Keep a look out for the two new beehive-shaped 
planters at each end of the High Street, in front of the Star & Garter Hotel 
and at West Port. These are being generously funded by Pubwatch with the 
proceeds of the town’s successful ‘Ale Trail’ initiative and will complement 
the welcome floral contributions by businesses along the whole length  
of the High Street.

But that is not all. We have had input by youngsters, with Scouts filling  
the hanging baskets with compost and Beavers getting busy with litter 
picking. Girl Guides are involved with planting at Learmonth Gardens and 
at The Vennel, and more Scouts and Beavers are planting barrels with 
colourful annuals and edible plants to commemorate this year’s centenary 
of the 2nd West Lothian Scout Group.

Using funds kindly donated by Platform Three and its customers, Burgh 
Beautiful is planning to involve pupils of the local primary schools in 
creating a set of mosaic panels with themes associated with climate change 
and depicting aspects of Linlithgow. We are again getting involved with 
young people at Far from the Madding Crowd’s Gruffalo Picnic on 9 June.

We had a stall at the Deacons’ Court Street Fair at The Cross which helped 
to support their work for the Marches and which gave us a chance to sell 
some plants, mugs and greetings cards, the latter also designed by 
Linlithgow Academy pupils.

We are expanding our involvement in tree planting through the creation of a 
new ‘Triangle Wood’ below the canal, beyond the Linlithgow Leisure Centre, 
and this will include adding a considerable number of young trees towards 
the end of the year. A tree survey of Rosemount Park is nearing completion 
and we have plans for the careful planting of some specimen trees there.

Once again, we have published our ‘Floral Trails’ booklet for 2019. As usual, 
this is being distributed free of charge through a number of outlets in the town.  
The booklet guides residents and visitors round the various beds, planters and 
baskets for which Burgh Beautiful is responsible. An ideal occupation for a 
sunny day would be a trip round some or all these flower displays!

The ‘Floral Trails’ booklet also contains a list acknowledging the financial 
assistance given to us by all our generous sponsors, whether individuals, 
families, businesses or other local organisations. Alternatively, you can take  
a look at the plaques on planters, in flowerbeds or below hanging baskets to 
see all those who sponsor. We are grateful, too, to our members and many 
other organisations like the Rotary Club of Linlithgow Grange for their work.  
We can operate only with all that support.

Sponsors and volunteers are always welcomed and anyone  
willing to contribute in either capacity should contact  
Jean Long at bbl@lbt.scot

Jean Long, Secretary, Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow

BURGH BEAUTIFUL LINLITHGOW

K E E PI N G  TH E  B U RG H  BEAUTI FU L  
TH I S  SU M M E R !
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L I N L ITH G OW  SC H O O LS  SK I I N G

Some five years ago our children came 
home from ski lessons at Polmonthill with 
an entry form for a Scottish Schools 
Snowsports Association team slalom race. 
Teams of four were required and they 
excitedly explained that there were three of 
them and there was surely someone else at 
Low Port who could ski so we should just 
enter. By the end of that season we had 
three teams from the primary school racing 
in the heats at Nevis range. 

All the children looked very smart in their 
bright yellow hoodies with their names  
on the back – which came in for many 
a comment that day. Around the same  
time, Julia Miller, a parent with twins at 
Torphichen primary started an afterschool 
ski club for Torphichen. Starting the season 
with ten children of all ages from P1-P7, by 
the end of the season there were a total of 
thirty nine children skiing. All from a school 
roll of less than one hundred pupils.

Having established the model and with the 
support of the Active Schools coordinator 
and the coaching staff at Polmonthill 
Snowsports centre we determined to run ski 
lessons for all the Linlithgow cluster schools 
offering an affordable introduction to the 
sport at the local Polmonthill slope and so 
the Linlithgow Cluster Snowsports Club was 
born. In the autumn term we were having 
meetings with the ski coaches, the active 
schools coordinator, the Academy PE 
department and the SSSA. We decided to 
send an email through all the schools to  
try to gauge interest. We got over two 
hundred replies. 

Although the Linlithgow Schools Cluster 
Snowsports Club has been running for less 
than two years we now have classes running 
at capacity and a waiting list with more  
than 150 children across six primaries in 
Linlithgow and the Academy participating 
and who are hugely enjoying skiing. The 
weekly lessons have seen skill level and 
competence increase fueling friendly 
competition. In addition to the Scottish 
Schools Snowsports Association races we 
entered 5 primary teams and 3 teams from 
the Academy in the Boyd Anderson Race at 
Hillend. Boyd Anderson was a Scottish 
philanthropist with a passion for making 
skiing accessible to all and the annual race 
is open to all state schools in the Lothians.

Earlier this month we held our first individual 
championships for the cluster primary 
schools at Polmonthill. The early summer 
sun shone as 50 children from six local 
primary schools (Torphichen, Low Port, 
Springfield, Linlithgow Bridge, Linlithgow and 
St Joesph’s) competed in team and individual 
slalom races. The competition was friendly 
but keen and the feedback from the  
children was that they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. Each child was given two runs 
on a slalom course (tight turns) and two runs 
on a giant slalom course (a much straighter 
and faster course). The fastest of each of the 
runs were added together to give an overall 
time. Everybody taking part received a 
souvenir certificate with their fastest times 
recorded. Many thanks to Craigdon Sports 
for their sponsorship which provided such 
fabulous prizes - a set of skis for the winners 
and race poles for the runners up. The 
winners were announced on Friday after  
the team competition.

 
FASTEST GIRL:  

Lexi Maxwell P6 Low Port Primary

RUNNER UP:  
Nuala Maxwell P7 Low Port Primary

THIRD PLACE:  
Hanna Brindley P5 Linlithgow Bridge

FASTEST BOY:  
Martin Miller P4 Torphichen Primary

RUNNER UP:  
Marcus Miller P4 Torphichen Primary

THIRD PLACE:  
Theo Donaldson P6 Torphichen Primary

  

The following day saw a very exciting  
team competition take place. The weather 
was not as kind – especially if you were 
marshalling – it was rather wet at one point. 
However the skiers did not allow their spirits 
to be dampened and a very exciting ski off 
culminated in the following result:

  

TORPHICHEN A GOLD 
Marcus Miller, Martin Miller, Theo 
Donaldson, Alexander Fox-Roberts,  

Jacob Rosenfeld

LOW PORT A SILVER 
Nuala Maxwell, Lexi Maxwell, Lewis 
Goldfinch, Ryley Kerr, Finlay Thomas

TORPHICHEN B BRONZE 
Ewan Samper, Quinn Roberts, Cameron 

Fisher, Alfie Muir, Luca Thomson

 

Running a ski race is not as simple as it 
might look and we are indebted to Angela 
Anderson of the Glencoe Ski Club for her 
invaluable training session on how to run  
a ski race.

Skiing is like riding a bike - the earlier you 
learn the easier it is. It has been shown  
to incorporate many physical education 
benefits from personal responsibility and 
resilience to improved cognitive skills and  
of course physical fitness.

A fabulous camaraderie has formed between 
the children from across the cluster as they 
encourage one another and look out for 
their friends from other schools to see how 
they have done. As the children go into the 
Academy they will have the benefit of 
knowing one another and have friends across 
the year groups.

Ski racing is just one of the opportunities 
leading from the cluster programme, for 
example we are just starting assistant 
instructor courses at Polmonthill for 14-16 
year olds. Level 1 assistant can be completed 
when candidates have achieved level 10 at 
their skiing and are 14 years old and Level 2 
can be completed at age 16. This new 
qualification will allow a successful 
participant to teach skiing anywhere in the 
UK. This is a great activity to use towards a 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and our goal is  
to give the assistant instructors practical 
experience by helping out with primary 
lessons on Friday afternoons.

There are many people to thank for the 
success of the cluster ski club. Firstly  
I would like to thank Julia Miller for her 
outstanding commitment and perseverance 
to keep everyone happy and coordinate the 
ski lessons right down to who gets a lift  
with who and her general “this just has to 
work!” attitude. Many thanks also to the ski 
coaches Gary Todd, Jamie Smith, James 
Clarke, Kristina, Greg, Sion Bingham, Robert 
and Grant Dillon. They have all been 
working very hard with the children and 
encouraging them in all their endeavours  
on the slope. 

The cluster ski lessons are held on Thursday 
and Friday afternoons at Polmonthill dry ski 
slope which is conveniently situated off  
the Lathallan roundabout.

If you would like further information  
please contact julia@enterpriseq.plus.com 
or feemaxwell@outlook.com or checkout 
the facebook page Linlithgow Cluster 
Snowsports Club.
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The unique setting of the Rose Garden behind The 
Burgh Halls, will see a performance of a new play this 
summer about the life of Mary Queen of Scots.

The play is by Suzanne Lofthus and produced by 
Kirsten Maguire and Philip Kingscott of Battery 
Theatre, who also play Elizabeth I and her lover  
the Earl of Leicester in the play.

“I’m from along the road in Livingston”, says 
Philip, “and know the Burgh Halls well. I’ve 
taught here with Firefly Arts and I’ve even 
brought a play here with my own company 
Peapod Productions, but as far as I was  
aware no one was using the Rose Garden  
for performances. It seemed such a shame as 
it was clearly renovated 
with that in mind, it also 
has excellent acoustics 
for a play. When Kirsten 
and I visited the space 
we knew we had to take 
the show here.” 
 

Kirsten agrees, “Battery Theatre is based in 
Dunbar, and this is the first time we’ve toured 
the company’s work. Given the interest in 
Mary’s story this seemed the perfect play to 
tour. We are taking Mary, It began with a 
lass... to three venues associated with Mary. 
An amphitheatre below Dunbar Castle (home 
of Lord Bothwell, which played a key part in 
Mary’s downfall), the garden of John Knox’s 

House and the  
garden at The Burgh 
Halls. The place is 
beautiful and when 
you’re watching  
the stage you see  
St Michael’s looming 
over you, which of course 

is where Mary was baptised.”
But the Scottish weather can be pretty unpredictable, 
doesn’t that worry them?

“Not at all.”, reassures Philip, “The whole 
company are experienced outdoor performers 
and we know Scottish theatre audiences  
are pretty hardy. Pack sunscreen and an 
umbrella, just in case! And if the weather  

gets really bad then the Burgh Halls have 
kindly given us over the use of their cafe as  
a wet weather contingent.”
“Mary, It began with a lass...” is a fast paced journey 
through the life and loves of Mary Queen of Scots, 
telling the story of her love for Scotland and for the  
men around her. 

It looks at the lives of Mary and Elizabeth I,  
two powerful women struggling to retain control  
of their nations and their love.

Must a woman choose between love and power? 

The production promises to 
take a contemporary look at 
Mary’s story through the 
complex power struggles 
around her, power struggles 
that remain to this day...

The play will be at  
The Burgh Halls on  
Tuesday 2nd July at  

7:30pm. Tickets are £10 (£8 concessions) and will  
be available at the door before the performance.

 

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  
RETURNS TO LINLITHGOW Philip Kingscott 

Want to comment? Get in touch at: on.a.lead@gmail.com 7

 

WHAT ’ S  O N  
AT  TH E  RO S E . . . 

>>  Three Course 
Dinner Cabaret  
Show, ‘The BIG  
YIN Revisited’ 
plus Lauren Kyle, 
Sat 20 July. £25pp 

>>  Marches Day Lunches. 
Three course lunch with one 
sitting between 1.30 and 2.30pm
Adults £16, Children £10.  
(Under 14). Booking Essential

Full Session Bingo at 8pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 
evenings. Live entertainment every Saturday and Sunday evening.

Contact: David McDougall on 01506 843736  
for more information.

DOMINO COMPETITIONS  
on Wednesday afternoons

OPEN 7 DAYS

FUNCTION HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE   
Birthdays, Anniversaries and, for sadder days, 

Funeral Teas.
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This article is the first in a series 
aimed at raising awareness of the 
role of planning in the future of 
Linlithgow, and the part that local 
people can play in contributing to 
discussions around major planning 
matters and future development 
plans. There are a number of 
significant planning issues in 
Linlithgow such as future housing 
and what’s happening in the High 
Street. It’s important that people 
know what’s being planned, and 
when and how they can comment. 

The article has been prepared by the 
Linlithgow Planning Forum, a body made up 
of representatives of various groups who are 
active in the town including Linlithgow Civic 
Trust, Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow, Linlithgow 
Community Development Trust and 
Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge Community 
Council. Whilst we hope that our response  
to planning matters reflects the views of the 
people of Linlithgow, we are always keen to 
hear from the wider public. Both the Civic 
Trust and the Community Council have 
planning matters on their agendas and 
members of the public are encouraged to 
attend monthly meetings of the Community 
Council to find out more. You can keep an 
eye on their websites for details of meetings, 
comments, consultations etc. We are also 
going to become more active on social  
media to help people keep on top of  
what’s happening. 

Whilst this piece touches on general planning 
matters, the role of the Planning Forum and 
housing, subsequent articles will focus on  
the High Street, the town’s rich heritage and 
other elements of the planning process.

Planning is about creating great places to  
live, work and enjoy. Planning can have a 
major impact on health, well being and  
the environment, as well as supporting 
investment and ensuring that future growth 

reflects the needs of communities.  

It does this in the main through preparing 
development plans (which allocate land  
for various uses) and dealing with planning 
applications, (which are assessed against  
the development plan). 

The current Development Plan for  
West Lothian is the West Lothian Local 
Development Plan (LDP), adopted in 
September 2018. The LDP determines the 
future use of land, and where development 
should and should not happen. The LDP 
allocates land for various uses and includes 
policies to guide development. The system 
aims to balance different, sometimes 
competing, interests to make sure that land  
is used and developed in a way that creates 
high quality, sustainable places.

The current planning system is being 
overhauled as a new Planning Bill winds  
its way through the Scottish Parliament. The 
main reason for change is the desire for a 
more efficient planning system and a need  
to strengthen its contribution to “inclusive 
growth, housing and infrastructure delivery 
and empowering communities” (Scottish 
Government). Although a lot of the detail has 
still to be worked out, it is almost certain that 
communities will be encouraged to play a 
much greater role in shaping the future of 
their towns and neighbourhoods through  
the preparation of ‘Local Place Plans’. 

The Planning Forum was greatly heartened  
to have a delegation of MSPs involved in 
considering the new Planning Bill, visit 
Linlithgow during 2018, to discuss the Forum’s 
‘Linlithgow Plan for the Future 2015-30’,  
as an example of a ‘Local Place Plan’, 
produced from within the local community.   
The ‘Plan for the Future’ considers the  
unique needs of Linlithgow and approaches 
housing and infrastructure in particular,  
in a comprehensive way.

Although the Forum considers that the 

Council did not take its ‘Plan for the Future’ 
into consideration in the preparation of the 
current LDP, this community plan is currently 
being updated and will feed into the next 
LDP - LDP2. The Planning Forum intends to 
consult on its new, Draft ‘Plan for the Future’ 
before too long, and it is hoped that the 
public will engage in a series of workshops 
and exhibitions which are currently  
being planned.   

Linlithgow is a very attractive town - its 
stunning setting, fantastic history, housing, 
good schools, good transport connections,  
a vibrant High Street and beautiful 
surroundings make it a very desirable place  
to live. But continued and proposed further 
growth has also brought with it a number  
of challenges including pressure on the 
Academy, primary schools, health, 
community and leisure facilities, increasing 
congestion on the High Street and the local 
road network, parking difficulties including  
at the station, poor air quality on the High 
Street and pollution of Linlithgow Loch.

The attractiveness of the town has also 
meant that house prices are generally higher 
than in surrounding towns, putting it beyond 
the reach of many first time buyers, younger 
people and people on modest incomes.  
There are many more people on the Council’s 
housing waiting list than there are properties 
available and the Council does not appear  
to have any social housing in its new build 
programme to meet the need.

There are a number of major planning 
applications for housing on the go just now.  
Whilst new housing is to be welcomed  
for the reasons outlined above, it is vitally 
important that it is accompanied by the 
necessary upgrades to existing infrastructure.  
At present, there is no coordinated plan  
for future infrastructure. Sites are coming 
forward on a piecemeal basis without due 
regard to their wider infrastructure impacts, 
and under the present arrangements for 
collecting ‘developer contributions’, are 

FUTURE LINLITHGOW
LINLITHGOW PLANNING FORUM Joyce Hartley

Typical High Street scene:  

Congestion & Air Pollution
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Get in touch with Denis at  
D Watson Roofing to book a  
FREE roof inspection or to discuss 
any other roofing requirements 
you have:

01506 847 885
www.dwatsonroofing.co.uk 
email: denis@dwatsonroofing.co.uk
D Watson Roofing Limited
41 Mill Road Industrial Estate
Linlithgow EH49 7SF

>   Tiled Roofing
>   Slate Roofing
>   Flat Roofs
>   Chimney Repairs
>   UPVC Roofline
>   Gutter   

 Replacement
>   All Repairs and  

Re-roofing works 
undertaken.

unlikely to generate the necessary funds to 
tackle major transport, congestion and other 
challenges. There is a pressing need for a 
coordinated approach to further housing 
development in the town, which the  
‘Plan for the Future’ will address.

A key strand of ‘Plan for the Future’ is the 
concentration of substantial new housing 
development at the south eastern end of  
the town to prevent elongating the town still 
further, with a preference for sites that are 
closer to the town centre and the promotion 
of an ‘Eastern Local Distributor Road’ 
connecting Edinburgh Road with the A803 
Blackness Road near Burghmuir Farm. 

There are at the time of writing, two major 
Linlithgow housing applications before the 
Council which you can view on the Council’s 
Planning Portal - https://planning.
westlothian.gov.uk/publicaccess/.  

Whilst the Community Council was not 
opposed to the principle of development  
on the sites there were certain elements 
which rendered both unacceptable in their 
present forms. 

Boghall (field opposite former Oracle 
development): Cala Homes: Planning 
application reference 1110/FUL/18. Look at 
‘Committee Report’ for an account of this 
application’s journey through the planning 
process. 54 houses including 14 ‘affordable’ 
units. It is likely that the application will  
be approved at a future Development 
Management Committee.

Wilcoxholm Farm, Edinburgh Road: 
Application for planning permission in 
principle on land allocated for housing 
in the LDP: Planning application reference 
0340/P/19 (between the Canal to the  
south and railwayline to the north). The 
application relates to Phase 1 of a total of 
approximately 450 houses over two phases. 
The application for Phase 1 envisages 180 
units with a proposed access via the short  
cul de sac at Maidlands. 

In addition Mactaggart & Mickel have 
been successful in their appeal against 
refusal of planning permission for 48 
flats at a vacant site on Edinburgh Road 
(site of former retail units and petrol  
filling station).

An appeal by Gladman Developments 
against the refusal of planning 
permission for development at 
Clarendon Farm has been unsuccessful.

It should also be noted that following 
completion of the Examination of the 
Council’s LDP by Scottish Ministers,  
the former quarry site at Kettilstoun 
Mains was allocated for housing with  
a projected capacity of 210 houses.  
There is also an allocated site at Preston 
Farm (south of Deanburn Road), with  
a projected capacity for 60 houses.   

 
 
These articles are intended to keep you  
up to date with planning proposals and 
other planning matters which will have a 
major impact on the town. The Planning 
Forum is keen to have your views! 

Contact the Editor, Black Bitch 
Magazine: on.a.lead@gmail.com



Early maps of Linlithgow show 
the area now occupied by the 
Springfield Housing estate as 
‘The Lands of Flask’ and ‘Boghall’. 
They lay outside the burgh and 
were wild, wet, desolate places 
used as a location to burn witches, 
hang criminals, erect an isolation 
smallpox hospital and build  
a foul-smelling soap factory.  

The name ‘Springfield’ was probably 
first used in the early 19th century when 
the land to the north of the Blackness 
Road was properly cultivated and a 
small farmhouse built bearing the name 
‘Springfield’. The first recorded owner of 
the building, the farmland and the soap 
factory (The Springfield Chemical Works) 
was local farmer and businessman John 
Buncle. By 1900 the farm had been sold 
to John Hamilton and then the Gardner 
family bought the estate. In November 
1918, the heir to the property, 23-year-
old Alex Gardner, sadly died of wounds 
sustained on the Western Front while 
serving with the Army Service Corps. 
After his burial in Dean Cemetery, 
Edinburgh, many letters of condolence 
were delivered to his grieving parents. 

Part of the letter of condolence from  
C. H. Milne, Headmaster of Alex Gardner’s 
old school, Daniel Stewart’s College.

The Gardner (later spelt Gardiner) Estate 
grew in size and incorporated the lands 
of Boghall to the south of the Blackness 
Road. By the 1960s the demand for 
housing in the Linlithgow area saw the 
building firm of George Wimpey and 
Co buying just over 21 acres of ground 
from Alexander Fraser Gardiner – the 
disposition dated August 12th, 1968.;  
the land being sold for £16,952.

Groundwork began right away and 
international footballer Colin Stein 
remembers seeing the gradual 

transformation of the site as he travelled 
along the railway line to Edinburgh where 
he was playing with Hibernian. (Later he 
moved to Rangers for a record-breaking 
fee of £100,000)

Construction of the first houses began 
in early 1969 and later in the year the 
first house, number 6 Springfield Road, 
was sold to Ian McEnhill, an Assistant 
Contracts Manager from Edinburgh. 
Third on the Registered Sasines List was 
Neil Millar who eventually moved from 
6 High Street to number 38 Springfield 
Road – purchased for the sum of £5075. By 
1970 several other plots had been snapped 
up with purchasers coming from the local 
area and from further afield, places such 
as Stenhousemuir, Edinburgh, Paisley, 
Slamannan, Dundee, Bathgate and East 
Calder - from whence came future Town 
Crier John Shipton. 

John Shipton Crying the Marches in 1974.

Many more “incomers” threw themselves 
into the town’s numerous organisations 
and clubs – bringing fresh blood into the 
locality. More and more houses were built 
until, by 1971, work began on the last area 
of the original purchase of land – a cul de 
sac off Springfield Road called Bonnytoun 
Avenue. I bought Number 6 for £4425 and 
moved in to the two-bedroom, 1 box-room 
semi on return from honeymoon in July 
1971. We had watched the house being 
built from scratch. 

My mother, father and a friend at the 
construction of No 6 Bonnytoun Avenue.

On one occasion we took my parents in  
to the show-house at Number 14 
Springfield Road. We had visited many 
times - getting ideas for décor. I sat my 
mother and father down on the couch 
we had previously admired only to be 
greeted by a voice asking what we were 
doing. The house and its furniture had 

been sold the week before and the new 
occupant was rightly wondering why we 
had let ourselves in to her new home!

In early 1973, Wimpey purchased a 
further 30 acres from the Gardiner Estate 
for £60,050 and house building began 
again. Gradually, the estate crept past the 
old Burgh Muir and almost to the lands 
of Kingsfield. The name ‘Boghall’ was not 
used in any of the new streets - although 
Boghall House still retained the name. 
Instead, there was a suggestion that all 
the streets in the new estate should be 
named after Scottish lochs: Loch Lomond 
Terrace; Loch Striven Avenue etc. I 
suggested that an opportunity presented 
itself to preserve some of the old place 
names which historically had been used 
in the area. I submitted a list of possible 
titles and the authority responsible for 
allocating road-signs agreed to use them 
- although not always on the exact spot 
where the old name had first featured.

An aerial view taken in 1966 before 
Springfield was built.

The names chosen were: Bailielands 
(the grazing area used by the town’s 
Bailies); Bellsburn (from the stream that 
runs into Linlithgow Loch); Burghmuir 
(after the land owned by the burgesses 
of Linlithgow); Carseknowe (a field name 
used on old maps); Dovecote (from the 
field where there stood a pigeon loft 
used by local monks); Huntburn (a now 
culverted water course); Kingsfield (from 
the land where King Edward I camped in 
1301); Pilgrim’s Hill (after the route out of 
town along which pilgrims would donate 
to a religious house) and Sheriffs Park 
(land given by the Crown to the  
Burgh Sheriffs). 

In all, 950 houses and flats were built 
along with a primary school and some 
commercial outlets. The thousands of 
residents who live on the estate make up 
about a quarter of the town’s population  
of around 13000 - a figure which has 
grown 200% in the 50 years since the 
beginning of Springfield.

THE MAKING OF SPRINGFIELD – 50 YEARS AGO  Bruce Jamieson
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A aerial view showing the 
Springfield Estate in 1999.
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Fifty years ago, the private 
housing boom in Linlithgow, which 
had got underway with Highfield 
in 1960, showed no signs of 
abating and people were moving 
into the new development above 
the canal at Deanburn.

Towards the end of 1969 at the other end 
of town, the first houses were occupied 
in what would become by far the largest 
development, namely the Blackness  
Road Estate – or Springfield - built by 
Wimpey Homes.

I met up recently with four Springfield 
pioneers who moved in half a century 
ago – and are still in the same houses! 
Christine and Neil Miller from number  
38 and Margaret Cameron from number 40 
joined me for coffee at Tony McKerron’s 
house at number 34. Like many others, 
Margaret and Tony came to Linlithgow 
from elsewhere, although Christine was 
a local and Neil had moved to the town 
from Falkirk when they married in 1966.

The latest addition to Linlithgow’s 
expanding housing market offered 
open-plan front gardens with concrete 
edging to front boundaries. Domestic 
heating came from a Queenette open fire 
in the lounge with a back boiler behind 
supplying domestic hot water. Wimpey 
offered various central heating systems 
as an optional extra, but for those of a 
more traditional bent, a 40 cubic foot 
capacity coal bunker was also provided.

“We moved in on the 29th of October”, 
Christine told me. “In the days when it 
was just basic - no pavements, roads or 
street lights”

“The first part only had 175 houses”, said 
Neil. “They built on the right-hand side  
of the road first and then moved over to 
the other side”.

Access to the new estate was difficult. 
There was only a rough road in, and 
pedestrians had to negotiate a path 
through what had been the Territorial 

Army camp at Boghall, or walk along 
 the very narrow Blackness Road.

In 1969, all the schools in Linlithgow were 
at the west side of the town and the newly 
arrived younger children had to go to 
Primaries on Preston Road or at the  
West Port.

“I remember the site agent, George 
Hall, saying to me ‘It’s not a long walk 
to the school”, laughed Margaret, as 
she remembered organising her three 
small children in the morning. Margaret 
and her husband came originally from 
Stenhousemuir but had been in the 
Middle East due to his work. She recalled 
being given a very warm welcome to the 
town by butcher, Jock Laurie, who had 
been a new arrival himself in the post- 
war 1940s. 

Getting to grips with the garden was  
not a fond memory for Tony:

“You needed a wheelbarrow to clear out 
the garden, because you just had bare 
earth. It was rock hard, and you had 
to pick it all out before you could get 
anything to grow.”

1969 was a momentous year in Linlithgow, 
with the completion of the houses and 
retail outlets at the Vennel. New shops 
included ‘Small World’, with Olive McKay 
at the helm, a branch of Edinburgh-
based Crawford the Baker, a spacious 
unit for Wilson’s Newsagents and a new 
supermarket for Hay & Co. There was also 
a new lease of life for the Marches, with 
Deacons’ Nights being formally organised 
on the two preceding Saturdays for the 
first time and participating works and 
organisations receiving hospitality from 
the Waldie Loving Cup on the steps of the 
Burgh Halls. New procession entries that 
year included the local Round Table, of 
which Neil Miller was a member.

It would be fair to say that the new 
Springfield housing estate was not 
universally welcomed, and it took many 
years to shake off the unwarranted  
“Spam Valley” tag.

“I had never heard that expression 
until somebody used it in a local pub 
one night”, said Margaret. She agreed 
with me that the fiftieth anniversary of 
Springfield and its integration into the 
local community was a worthy cause  
for celebration.

The four pioneers are delighted to still 
be in their quiet cul-de-sac after fifty 
years and although Margaret will soon be 
moving out to a smaller house just along 
the road, they all agree that they would 
never move away from Linlithgow.

SPRINGFIELD PIONEERS REMEMBER THE EARLY DAYS.  Murdoch Kennedy
Im
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In the last issue of the Black Bitch 
magazine, we described the 

background to the heritage sculpture 
project being pursued by Burgh 
Beautiful (part of Linlithgow Burgh 
Trust), which aims to provide the town 
with three-dimensional depictions of 
Linlithgow’s traditional civic insignias 
of the ‘Black Bitch’ and St Michael.

Planning permission has been 
granted for both sculptures, 
the ‘Black Bitch’ to be erected 
in a High Street location 
opposite St Peter’s Episcopal 
Church and St Michael to 
be positioned in the garden 
area at Low Port. Both are 
intended to be cast in bronze, 
making them very durable, 
and will be accompanied by 
an interpretation board to 
explain their historical and 
cultural significance.

It is important to emphasise that this 
is very much a ‘one-off’ project for 
Burgh Beautiful, taking advantage 
of funding which is only available for 
public art and/or ring-fenced to increase 
awareness of the history and traditional 
culture of Linlithgow.
  
Taking account of views expressed at 
our last public consultation in March 
and subsequently, the designs for both 
sculptures have been amended and 
refined. The group dealing with the 
project is working with two eminent 

Scottish sculptors – David Annand
in relation to the ‘Black Bitch’ sculpture 
and Alan Herriot for St Michael.
  
With regard to the ‘Black Bitch’, there 
was a very strong view that the dog 
should not be standing alone, but 
chained to a tree trunk – this more in 
accordance with the traditional civic 
insignia, also that she should look 
healthy (rather than emaciated) and 
alert - David Annand’s proposal has 
been amended to reflect this.
  
As far as St Michael was concerned, 
opinions were expressed that the 
initially-selected portrayal of St Michael 
slaying the dragon, as depicted on 
the front cover of the last issue of this 
magazine, looked too aggressive, 
especially bearing in mind its location  
at the entrance to a primary school.  
Again, this concern was addressed by 
Alan Herriot in his amended proposal.
  
Both proposals were put to widely-
publicised public consultation during 
the last week of May and, at the time of 
writing, it is hoped that general public 
agreement will have been reached to 
proceed with the project, recognising 
that, in the field of public art, you can 
never hope to please everyone!
  
A selection of drawings and stories 
relating to the ‘Black Bitch’ and  
St Michael were also exhibited at the 
event. These had been submitted by a 
number of pupils from most of the town’s 
primary schools, reflecting the overall 
aim of the project to increase public 
awareness of this part of Linlithgow’s 
heritage and traditions. Prizes were 
awarded to the children judged to have 
submitted some of the best pieces  
of work.
  

Around 73% of the funding for the 
sculptures is already in place, however 
the project is unlikely to proceed without 
local financial support.  

To help make up the 
difference, everyone is invited 
to donate to our crowdfunding 
campaign which will last until 
around 4pm on 26 June 2019 
– for full details, including 
information on how donations 
will be acknowledged, 
please Google ‘Crowdfunder 
Linlithgow Sculptures’ or 
use this link: https://www.
crowdfunder.co.uk/linlithgow-
civic-sculpture-project    

  

Anyone wanting to donate by cheque 
or cash is very welcome to email us at 
bbl.public.art@lbt.scot – all donations 
can be enhanced by Gift Aid. Also, as 
part of the fundraising effort, there 
will be three memorial seats to be 
sited near the ‘Black Bitch’ sculpture.  
Funding has already been received 
for one bench from a very generous 
anonymous donor – anyone interested 
in funding either of the other two 
should email as above.
  

Ron Smith 
Convenor, Burgh Beautiful 
Linlithgow

ROYAL  B U RG H  O F  L I N L ITH G OW  C IVI C 
SC U LPTU R E S  PROJ ECT  U PDAT E

BURGH BEAUTIFUL LINLITHGOW

Left: The coat of arms most often used by 
Linlithgow Town Council. Middle: The St 
Michael insignia and motto depicted as they 
might have been shown on a sacred flag.  
Right: The new coat of arms of Linlithgow  
& Linlithgow Bridge Community Council  
(used with permission).
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THE THIN BLUE LINE IN LINLITHGOW

 
You can get more advice  
on a range of topics on the  
Police Scotland website.

Alternatively you can email 
LinlithgowCPT@Scotland.pnn. 
police.uk  
or pop into the station and ask to  
speak to our Community officers, 
PC’s Murray and Hunter.

Regards, 
Your Local Community Police – 
Linlithgow 
Website: www.scotland.police.uk 
Twitter: @policescotland 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/policescotland

Constable Neil Hunter and Constable 
Andrew Murray are the two 
community officers based in 

Linlithgow Police station, which is now 
located within the newly refurbished Tam 
Dalyell House at Linlithgow Partnership 
Centre, High Street, Linlithgow.  
We are keen to get involved in local 
community issues and want to hear 
your views and opinions on these issues. 
We will be publishing an article in the 
magazine every edition, covering ongoing 
community issues which we are keen to 
address within the ward.
There is also a public assistance desk at 
the station, which is open from 9am to 
5pm Monday to Friday.

 LINLITHGOW COMMUNITY  
POLICE SURGERY

Once again the public will be invited 
to drop by, meet their local officers and 
chat through any concerns they have or 
highlight any areas they feel we should be 
giving further attention to. Or if you want 
to discuss something which may require 
more privacy, arrangements can be made 
to speak with you by appointment at a 
police station or at your home address.  
You can also email the Constables at: 
LinlithgowCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk
To find out details of future Linlithgow 
Community Police Surgeries, please 
log onto West Lothian Police Facebook 
page or Linlithgow Facebook Page or 
Neighbourhood Watch Scotland for 
future dates or alternatively check local 
press for details.

If we don’t know then  
we can’t fix it!
   CALLING ALL PARENTS 
 
Over the past few weekends there have 
been numerous complaints from local 
residents in various areas of Linlithgow 
regarding large groups of youths 
congregating. 
Unfortunately some of these groups 
have been involved in the consumption 
of alcohol, drugs, setting fires, shouting, 
swearing and littering the local areas. 
Police and other partners are aware of 
these issues and will be conducting patrols 
in the area.
This behaviour is having a negative 
impact on the local community and there 
are also concerns regarding the personal 
safety of those involved. The police would 
encourage parents in Linlithgow to have 
an open discussion with their children, 
as to where they are going and what they 
are doing when out with friends in the 
evenings and check the contents of their 
bags/rucksacks. 
Local shops have been visited and warned 
regarding supplying underage persons 
with cigarettes and alcohol. It is also an 
offence for persons over eighteen years 
of age to knowingly purchase and supply 
underage persons with alcohol. 
Recently local officers were alarmed to 
have not only found youths in possession 
of alcohol but also Class A and B type 
drugs. This person has been cautioned  

and charged with these offences and a 
report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.  
Active parenting skills are required, to 
challenge and check on their children’s 
whereabouts and encourage young  
people to make good decisions,  
focusing on keeping young people  
and communities safe. 

SHUT OUT SCAMMERS

It’s never easy to spot a bogus caller, 
anyone can be a victim of household 
scams. Be wary of cold callers at the door, 
on the phone and when online. Help is 
out there, here are details of a few of the 
services available:-
Free message alerts from key info 
providers www.neighbourhood 
watchscotland.co.uk
Want advice on your consumer rights? 
Go to your local Citizens Advice Bureau 
or call the Citizens Advice Consumer 
Helpline on 0808 164 6000.
 
Are you a victim or witness to a crime 
looking for free confidential support call 
0800 160 1985? To report a matter to 
Trading Standards call 0808 164 6000. 

 HOLIDAY HOME SECURITY 

Almost half of all housebreakings occur 
when a flat or house is empty. Here are a 
few tips of things you can do before you  
go on your holidays:
>  Make sure your home looks occupied.  
Ideally ask a trusted friend or neighbour to 
look after it (collect mail, water plants, feed 
pets). Let them have the spare keys but don’t 
put your name and address on the keys.
>  Do not publicise your holiday on social 
media before or whilst you are away, it’s not 
just friends and family that can view this. 
>  Don’t leave your curtains closed in the 
daytime as this shows the house is empty.   
Use automatic switches to turn your lights  
on when it gets dark.
>  Cancel regular deliveries such as 
newspapers or milk.
>  Avoid discussing holiday plans where 
strangers may hear details of your absence 
from home.
>  Cut the lawn before you go and trim back 
any plants that burglars could hide behind.
>  Uncollected mail is a sign that you are away.  
>  The Royal Mail’s “Keepsafe” service will 
keep your mail for up to two months  
while away.
>  Consider leaving important documents and 
valuable items with other family members  
or a bank. Or lock them in a safe.
>  If you normally leave valuable pedal cycles 
or similar items in your shed, consider putting 
them in the house.
>  Finally, don’t forget to lock all external doors 
and windows. If you have a burglar alarm, 
make sure it is set.
>  Just before you set off, it’s worth spending a 
couple of minutes checking that you’ve done 
all you had to do and taken everything you 
need with you.
Oh and don’t forget your passport and tickets 
and remember to have a great holiday!!!

PARKING IN LINLITHGOW  

Police Scotland are disappointed to report 
that despite numerous appeals to the 
residents that inconsiderate parking is still 
continuing to blight the High Street and 
surrounding streets. 
Despite previous articles highlighting the 
congestion on the High Street, the selfish 
attitudes of drivers who wish to flout the 
parking restrictions that are currently in 
place to save themselves walking short 
distances or a few minutes continues.
Should the attitudes of these drivers 
continue then action will be taken  
against them. Please as a resident of 
Linlithgow if you do need to drive please 
do not be a selfish motorist, park legally 
and adhere to the parking restriction signs.

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCOTLAND

We would like to take this opportunity to 
increase public awareness of the existence 
of Neighbourhood Watch Scotland and 
their Alert system. Police Scotland is one 
of many partnership agencies who are 
working alongside Neighbourhood Watch 
Scotland in order to develop and promote 
the Alert system. 
This system allows users to receive alerts 
from Neighbourhood Watch and Police 
Scotland. Police Scotland can send an alert 
to all users who may be effected or who 
may have an interest in the crime. Scheme 
is used to alert the public about:
>  Crime Trends – recent crimes that have 
occurred in their area, housebreakings etc.
>  Missing Persons – Details of High Risk 
missing persons can be broadcast to 
specific areas.
Members of the public can register 
online. Register at https://www.
neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk 
And follow the link to JOIN

101 101 is the new number to contact  
the police when it’s less urgent than 999.

It’s quicker to contact the police when  
you don’t need an emergency response, 
 
For example to:
> speak to your local police officer
> report a crime that’s already happened
> get crime prevention advice
> make us aware of any policing issues  
in your area.
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When I was fifteen I planted some 
wildflower seeds in a pot in my garden. 
Two years on and that garden has 
become a much needed haven for 
wildlife.

One thing I should make clear is that, 
before doing this, I had almost no 
gardening experience. My parents aren’t 
(in their own words) green-fingered, so I 
didn’t do much gardening until I joined an 
RSPB youth group when I was 14. But one 
of the best things about wildlife gardening 
is exactly that - it’s easy to pick up and 
doesn’t need to be perfect.

If you want to ease yourself in gently to wildlife 
gardening, then choosing the right plants is an 
ideal place to start. Provide a range of flowering 
plants for different pollinators - lavender is 
very popular with bees, while honeysuckle’s 
habit of blooming in the evening appeals to 
moths and other night-flying insects. A good 
all round option is a wildflower mix, sometimes 
available in a cardboard grenade known as a 
bee bomb. These are easy to grow too, as native 
species are adapted to the Scottish weather. 

Native trees, especially those bearing fruit or 
with thorns, are fantastic to provide food and 
shelter to birds and other animals. If you have 
a smaller garden, dog rose or holly bushes as 
well as patio fruit trees work well instead.

A bird feeding station can also be a great 
addition. I advise having it at the bottom of the 
garden, near to any hedges you have – this 
makes birds feel safer. Variety is key - including 
suet, mealworms, seeds and nuts gives birds 
the nutrients they need. Placing food on the 
ground and in feeders (make sure to include a 
cage feeder for small birds such as sparrows, 
tits and finches) allows all birds to get their 
share. And if cats are a problem, putting the 
feeding station on a pole means that they can 
look, but not touch. Even one feeder will make  
a big difference!

Now that creatures are coming far and wide 
to dine in your garden, it may be a good idea to 
provide somewhere to stay. Many of these are 
available to buy but if you fancy a project then 
building a bird box, bat box, hedgehog home, 
bug hotel or even a log pile are all valuable 
options. The addition of a pond, even if it’s 
small (my ponds are two tubs donated by my 
granddad that have been dug into the ground) 
can take everything to another level. Just 
ensure it’s filled with rainwater, has a mixture 
of pond plants, contains a ramp or slope to help 
creatures climb out, and doesn’t have fish. If 
you still aren’t sure, a simple dish of water can 
serve as a bird bath and somewhere to drink 
from when puddles aren’t available.

With people encroaching on wild spaces, 
providing a home for nature becomes only 
more important. By living alongside nature, 
we not only improve the ecosystem but enrich 
our experiences – my garden is home to 
bumblebees, hedgehogs, sparrowhawks and 
so much more. It only makes sense to share,  
doesn’t it?

A garden for wildlife by Lucy Purbrick

LUCY PURBRICK BIO:
I am 17 years old and I’m in 6th year at Linlithgow Academy. 
I am passionate about wildlife, conservation and eco-living. 
I hope to study Zoology and to have a career in conservation 
so in the meantime, I do volunteer work with the RSPB and 
the Scottish Ornithologists’.
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Nearly all our visitors to New Hopetoun Gardens 
stop and look at the bird feeding station as they 

arrive at the garden centre. The small birds aren’t 
fussed by the presence of humans, but come 5.30pm 
when we shut the big black birds arrive to guzzle on 
the food! But we have realised that far fewer folk 
realise that we have twenty small demonstration 
gardens around our plant sales area and to encourage 
them to explore the gardens we have set up a 
Wonderful Wildlife Trail.

 
 

We are featuring 10 of our wonderful and friendly wildlife 
visitors or residents in the gardens, each one has its own 
station around the gardens for you to discover. We don’t 
include wildlife visitors that aren’t welcome in our gardens, 
so no squirrels, rabbits, deer or slugs! Mind you we are fairly 
relaxed about aphids feeding on our plants for if they aren’t 
around there is no food for ladybirds, birds or wasps. So we 
would encourage 
you not to spray 
insecticides on the 
bad visitors but to 
relax and wait for 
the good guys to 
arrive and gobble 
them up!

You may be 
surprised that we 
think of wasps as 
good guys, but we 
do have to defend 
them as good guys 
until we get to the 
end of July. At this time of year they are taking aphids back to 
their nests to feed the young wasps and they are rewarded with 
sweet sucrose to eat. Once we get to the end of July the Queen 
wasps stop laying eggs and there is no demand for the aphids 
and therefore no sweet reward. They have to find sweetness for 

themselves and being tired and slowing down they get  
bad tempered, hungry and quick to sting us.

A few years ago we had a family of 
hedgehogs in the gardens but we 
haven’t seen any lately. This is a 
trend that is being reported all over 
the UK and concerns us. We’d love 
to have a family of hedgehogs back 
in the gardens and feel that we have 
enough space for them to be happy 
finding food within our boundaries.  
They eat slugs, caterpillars, beetles 
and perhaps less helpful, worms.  
So as well as being a delight to see 
they are really useful residents,  
or visitors to our gardens.

Bumble Bees never look as if  
they are built to fly, but they do.   
They aren’t interested in us 
providing artificial nests or shelters but they do like to have a supply 
of nectar and pollen from our garden flowers as soon as they wake 
up in late winter until they hibernate in late autumn. At the Bee 
station we have four beds of plants that are great sources of food  
for the bees – one with flowers all year round, a herb one and  
a cool and a hot coloured bed. 

You’ll need to visit us and explore the trail to 
discover the other six wonderful wildlife visitors!
 
Dougal Philip and Lesley Watson, 
New Hopetoun Gardens

www.newhopetoungardens.co.uk

so much more  
than just a  
garden centre

WONDERFUL WILDLIFE TRAIL
COME ALONG AND EXPLORE OUR TRAIL  
AND DISCOVER HOW WE CAN HELP OUR  

FRIENDLY WILDLIFE VISITORS.  
ITS FREE AND OPEN EVERYDAY 10.00AM – 5.30PM

  Great fun for young and old!

WONDERFUL WILDLIFE TRAIL...
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ONE LINLITHGOW 
As the Linlithgow Town Centre and Mill Road BIDs  
draw to the end of their five-year terms, the new  
“One Linlithgow” BID Steering Group is poised to  
pick up where they left off, and then some!

In a double-first for BIDs in Scotland (and possibly the whole UK), 
Linlithgow will become the first town to:

>> join two separate BIDs together (expanding also to include 
Stockbridge retail park and businesses all across town)

>> have a second-term ballot embrace the new “Scotland’s 
Improvement Districts” BID model, collaborating directly with 
community groups and national operators as well as businesses  
(in Linlithgow’s case, this means valued groups like Burgh Beautiful 
and the Community Development Trust, and Historic Environment 
Scotland at a national level).

With business representation from the town centre, Mill Road Enterprise 
Park and Stockbridge retail park, as well as the above community groups 
and West Lothian Council, the volunteer Steering Group has worked 
tirelessly to deliver an effective business plan, securing intelligent 
investment across the whole town. On 19th August, businesses will be 
invited to vote simply “yes” or “no” in a postal ballot, with ballot closing  
on 30th September and results announced later that week.

Once again, thank you to all businesses returning the questionnaires, 
which asked how individual stakeholders felt One Linlithgow would 
best invest its budget in the 2019-2024 term. If you have a questionnaire, 
you can still complete it: the Business Plan will be circulated shortly, but 
BID activity can adapt according to the wishes of its stakeholders, so 
questionnaires returned now are just as valid as those already received.

Perhaps surprisingly, parking has been only the second-top issue  
for the 50 businesses responding to the questionnaire. 87.5% either 
“agree” or “strongly agree” that gathering traffic data and lobbying 
for policy change will be an important focus for One Linlithgow.

Beating it to the position of #1 priority was CCTV (88.3%). The 
existing Town Centre BID has almost completed installation of the 
state-of-the-art system and One Linlithgow will monitor and 
maintain it, once it’s voted into existence. A spate of recent anti-social 
behaviour, thefts, break-ins and deliberate passing of fake notes  
has likely spiked interest and has underlined the importance of 
completing the project as quickly as possible. Similarly, continuation 
of security alerts, issue of fake note deterrent kits and forensic 
security kits (previously only available at Mill Road) were  
considered third most important (86%).

All other suggested projects had far more 
positive than negative responses and  
very few suggestions not included on the 
questionnaire, suggesting that the Steering 
Group has learned well from the existing 
BIDs and understands business needs. The 
least popular suggestion, however, was to 
install town-wide public WiFi (44.2% agree, 
30.2% disagree, 25.6% not sure). This will not 
be included in the business plan: many 

respondents pointed out that it would be 
expensive and decreasingly relevant as 
mobile data technology becomes faster  
and more prevalent.

Further details will be made available 
online in due course, and of course 
directly to all stakeholder businesses in 
the Business Plan. It has been heartening 
to see such strong support for  

One Linlithgow before the Plan has been 
circulated (67.3% already in favour, only 
4.1% against establishing the BID). 

It’s onwards and upwards for One 
Linlithgow – keep an eye on this  
regular article for updates!
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BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT: 
SPECSAVERS
It’s a company which has become a 
nationally recognised name, due in no 
small measure to its quirky and highly 
effective advertising campaigns.
But Specsavers lays great emphasis on 
the “local” aspect of any new business it 
sets up. A perfect example of this is their 
joint venture in Linlithgow in Regent 
Centre in the former Semi-Chem store.
The family-owned business will be run 
by local husband -and-wife team Diana 
and Damian Kelly, who draw on over  
30 years’ experience in the profession 
between them.
The business has taken on five people  
from the area and they intend continuing  
to recruit locally.
Diana, who qualified with First Class 
Honours in Ophthalmology from Bangor 
University in 2003, said she and Damian 
- who qualified as an optician as a  
mature student after a number of years  
in other aspects of the profession - had 
demonstrated what they could do.

“We started up a new Specsavers in 
Musselburgh from scratch, and over the 
course of 12 years built it into a thriving 
business employing 25.
“When Specsavers identified an 
opportunity in Linlithgow and offered it  
to us we jumped at the chance. We live 
near the town with our two young children,  
and we love it here.”
Diana said the Specsavers premises had 
undergone a significant investment in 
recent weeks and had state-of-the-art test 
rooms for eye examinations.
These include Enhanced Optical Services 
(EOS), which would help provide faster and 
more accessible primary care for customers 
with minor eye conditions.
Diana said that she had also completed a 
postgraduate qualification in therapeutics, 
which allowed her to dispense and write 
NHS prescriptions for minor eye 
conditions, easing pressure on local GP 
services and pharmacies.
The practice, she added, would also offer a 
groundbreaking OCT (Optical Coherence 
Tomography) machine, usually only found 
in hospitals. This would enable the health 
of a patient’s eyes to be viewed in much 
greater detail.

MILL ROAD BID 
What’s going on at Mill Road?...
Spring has definitely sprung in Mill Road, new buildings are 
popping up like daffodils! We are pleased to have Greensteam’s  
new custom built unit with Smart Wash, Valet services and loads  
of extras! 

Screwfix have opened their doors, providing tools and trade 
supplies. Newbridge Construction Supplies have also moved  
into E Net park and Murphy and Young Joinery and Building 
Services too! 

Arco have moved their trade counter to Falkirk and the National 
Training Centre and Training Tower to unit 38 behind Playbugs. 

After a very successful open event in May we are going to start 
drop in sessions on the last Thursday of each month. I will be  
set up in Playbugs in ENet park to answer your Mill Road BID 
questions, help with grant application, share information or  
just have a chat. 

Sally McIntosh-Anderson  
sally.anderson@linlithgowmillroadbid.com 
 

Diana Kelly



“AH, MUSIC”THE  
ARTS

Rushing off on holiday 10 days 
before the print deadline so 
apologies if I miss something 
important this time. I love live 
music as it gives me a buzz that 
a recording just can’t replicate. 
If you haven’t experienced any 
recently why not try one of the 
events coming up.

Linlithgow Jazz  
I am intrigued by the July Linlithgow 
Jazz concert. Award winning vocalist 
Ali Affleck will continue her mission 
to spread the love for trad jazz and 
prohibition-era blues when her Gin 
Mill Genies debut here on 6th July.  

I have yet to be disappointed with a Jazz 
event and I’m not a big fan of recorded 
jazz, so you might surprise yourself. 
Tickets from Far From The Madding 
Crowd, Eventbrite or on the door.

BurghHalls 
Ade Adesina’s striking black and 
white surreal imagery invites you to 
experience life in another world at the 
Burgh Halls gallery till 7th July. This 
exhibition of new work by the artist is a 
commentary on current affairs and how 
the human footprint affects our planet. 
Working mostly in woodcarving, linocut, 
etching and oil paint, he combines 
his African cultural roots with British 
culture. The size of some of these linocuts 
impressed me, and the detail is amazing. 
Take the children to this one as they 
might find his fantastical work rather 
fascinating. “Mirage” also includes work 
that has been made in collaboration with 
other artists including David Mach RA 
and June Carey RGI RSW (who exhibited 
here before).

Far From the Madding Crowd  
Far From the Madding Crowd have 
lots on in June. It’s Independent 
Bookshop Week 15-22 June and they 
are celebrating in style! There will be 
plenty of offers and indie exclusives 
available throughout the week. On 
Saturday 15th June there is a Superhero 
Party in the shop from 11am-1pm. This 
is free to attend and there will be crafts, 
cake & stories on offer. Also prizes for 
the best superhero costume! 

On Friday 21st June at 7pm a very 
special event takes place at Torphichen 

Preceptory. To celebrate the Summer 
Solstice three of Scotland’s leading 
poets Jenni Fagan, Ian Macartney and 
Roseanne Watt will all be performing, 
along with the beautiful clarsach 
playing of Aisling Vorster. Tickets are 
£10 – see advert.duo consisting of the 
married couple Stephen and Pernille 
Quigg entertain. Book online at  
www.torphichensummernights.org.uk.

On Wednesday 
26th June at 
7pm Elizabeth 
Macneal will be 
in Linlithgow 
to discuss her 
bestselling 
debut, The 
Doll Factory, 
a Victorian 
gothic thriller 
set in the lead 
up to the Great 
Exhibition. 
Linlithgow Canal 
Tearooms,  
Tickets £8. 

Finally they are holding a Gruffalo’s 
Picnic at the marquee in the grounds  
of Linlithgow Rugby Club. As well as 
the usual story-telling, face painting  
and craft activities, there will be a 
nature trail in the woods and a quidditch 
tournament for older children  
(weather permitting).  
Sunday 9th June, 12-2pm.  
Tickets are £10 which admits  
up to 5 people.
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Celebrate Summer Solstice  
with us at  

Torphichen Preceptory 

featuring 

Jenni Fagan  

Ian Macartney 

Roseanne Watt 

Friday 21st June 

7pm Torphichen Preceptory  

www.maddingcrowdlinlithgow.com 

A Midsummer Night ’s Dream 

of an event 

Tickets £10 

BurghHalls Ade Adesina  
This exhibition of new work by the  
artist is a commentary on current  
affairs and how the human footprint 
affects our planet. 

Award 
winning 
vocalist 
Ali 
Affleck

Elizabeth 
Macneal  
The Doll 
Factory
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Robert Harris is a well-known 
English novelist who is best 
known for his dramatic 
realisations of historic events 
woven cleverly around 
fictional stories. The novel 
Pompeii begins in A.D. 79, 
exactly two days before we, 
from the safety of the future, 
know that Mount Vesuvius 
erupts violently killing 
thousands of people. Harris 
focuses on four days 
surrounding the eruption and 
the novel’s events take place in 
and around the Bay of Naples. 
At the beginning of the book 
there is a helpful reference 
map to chart the movement of 
characters and events from 
one town to the next. For those 
familiar with the history of  
this period, there are many 
interesting references to key 
Roman historical figures.

The novel’s main protagonist  
is the new youthful, inquisitive 
aquarius sent from Rome to 
investigate why the water 
flowing through the Aqua 
Augusta was failing with 
seemingly no logical 
explanation. The aquarius  

(a water engineer) is called 
Marcus Attilius Primus and 
comes from a long dynasty of 
aqueduct engineers. He is 
proud of the fact that, at age 
twenty-seven, he has been  
given command of the longest 
aquaduct system in the world, 
the Aqua Augusta, which 
carries water from high in the 
Appenninus mountains, down 
into the plains of Campania 
serving no fewer than nine 
towns along its winding journey. 
Initially he feels that the 
aqueduct’s failure is due to 
overstretching this wonderful 
resource and seeks to find 
alternative routes and reserves 
of water in the mountains. 

As the aqueduct increasingly 
begins to malfunction Attilius 
investigates further and finds 
many unusual signs which 
initially he cannot place. The 
strong smell of sulphur and 
strange wisps of smoke, for 
example, and the death of many 
fish in a wealthy man’s private 
collection which the residents 
of the Bay of Naples are 
struggling to interpret as 
anything other than signs from 
the gods of wrongdoing or, 
sadly for one poor unfortunate, 
the carelessness of slaves. 
Attilius is also troubled greatly 

by the mysterious 
disappearance of the Aqua 
Augusta’s previous aquarius,  
the renowned Exomnius, who 
was elderly and hailed 
originally from Sicily.

Much of the excitement and 
interest for this novel for the 
reader comes from our superior 
knowledge of events – the 
wisdom of hindsight. Many 
times throughout the novel, 
Attilius, recalls paragraphs of 
wisdom from his engineering 
textbooks and also from popular 
geographical recordings which, 
to us, point unwaveringly 
towards a volcanic eruption.  
As we silently urge him onwards 
in his conclusions we are all too 
aware that time is running out 
and we are unable to alter the 
course of history itself.

Harris introduces us to several 
characters as the novel 
develops, mainly residents of 
the grand town of Pompeii and 
offers wonderful descriptions  
of the opulence of many of  
its residences alongside the 
everyday hustle and bustle. For 
those who have ever visited the 
modern day ruins, it is all too 
easy to envisage the mixture  
of people from every aspect  
of society who were cruelly 

interrupted in their ordinary 
ambitions. The scale of the 
confusion and tragedy caused 
by this natural disaster are 
brought magnificently to life  
in the skilful hands of Robert 
Harris who is thorough in his 
research. This is an interesting 
and gripping insight into an 
intriguing period of history 
which Harris manages to 
personify through the 
construction of a fictional  
story – he brings facts and  
dates to life in a unique and 
captivating manner.

Lisa Nettleton  
Lisa Nettleton is a  
teacher who lives in  
Linlithgow and enjoys  
reading on her daily  
rail commute into  
Edinburgh.

BOOK REVIEW  
POMPEII
ROBERT HARRIS

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“some days I need the  
music and some days  

I need the lyrics”

Please do keep in touch so 
that I know what’s going on - 
patswan@virginmedia.com.  
I hope you have time to 
experience some ART  
this month. 
 

Pat Swan 
patswan@virginmedia.com. 
 

 

A R T  O U T I N G S
VICTORIA CROWE : 

50 YEARS OF PAINTING 

50 years of painting opened last month in the  
City Art Centre in Edinburgh and runs till October. Victoria 
is one of the UK’s most distinguished artists. She paints the 

cold light of a winter’s day in the Scottish Borders or the heat 
of a venetian sunset and is particularly well known  

for capturing trees perfectly. 

Embracing every aspect of her practice, the exhibition 
features over 150 paintings, stemming from youthful student 

works to the assured, timeless landscapes and portraits of 
recent years. Trust me you will like it.

TICKETS COST: £6



The headline in the “Linlithgowshire 
Gazette” of Friday, June 20th 
1919, said it all. The Riding of the 
Marches was back – having been 
cancelled every year since the 
Great War began. Some called 
the event, held on Tuesday, June 
17th, the “Riding of the Victory 
Marches” as, in addition to 
continuing once again the ancient 
ceremonies, it would witness the 
return of many of the soldiers who 
had lived to return. For many, the 
war had ended at the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month, 
1918. However, as that Armistice 
was being widely celebrated 
throughout the nation, for the men 
of the 2/10 Royal Scots battle still 
raged as, on that day when the 
ceasefire began, they were locked 
in conflict against a Bolshevik 
army in the Valley of the Dvina  
in northwest Russia. 

Map of where the Royal Scots fought 
around Archangel and the village  
of Topsa.

The 2/10 Battalion had been raised 
in Linlithgow in 1914 and spent most 
of the war on coastal defence duties 
around Berwick. In June 1918, however, 
it received orders to move to Russia 
and in July a contingent of 1000 men 
sailed for Archangel as part of a task 

force comprising of British, Canadians, 
Australians, French, Italians and 
Americans.

The British Government regarded the 
Russian ‘Red Army’ as a puppet of the 
Germans and so decided to support 
the ‘White Army’ who opposed the 
Bolsheviks. Consequently, with the war in 
mainland Europe over, the Scots troops 
found themselves 3000 miles from home, 
locked in conflict and fighting bravely- 
repulsing several Bolshevik attacks and, 
in the process, capturing a 76mm (3-inch) 
gun along with a staff officer  
who provided useful information. 

The fighting continued until June 1919 
when the regiment was relieved and 
duly returned to Scotland where some 
400 members were invited to attend the 
Linlithgow Riding of the Marches – the 
first to be held since 1914. The Crying had 
taken place on Friday, June 13th when 
Town Crier Sam Weir had paraded the 
High Street announcing the forthcoming 
event - ordering all inhabitants to attend 
under penalty of a fine of £100 Scots.

The Crying of the Marches at the 
West Port with Town Crier Sam Weir. 
Halberdiers James Bamberry and 
Andrew Skinner, drummer Robert  
Bowie and flute player Robert Muir.

The locals were more than ready for it - 
deprived as they had been of the centuries 
old tradition for five years. The town was 
en fete and the High Street and many 
shops along it were decorated with flags 
and bunting.  
 

Blake’s Bakery, opposite the Cross, 
decorated for the “Victory Marches”.

The “Shows” were back and the swing-
boats, hobbyhorses and Biddal’s Bioscope 
were all set up at the West Port.

Biddal’s Bioscope - an early moving 
picture house.

In addition to the usual preparations for 
the “Big Day”, the Town Council had also 
to arrange for the participation of the 
returning troops. Several “government 
wagons’” from Scottish Command were 
requested to convey the soldiers to and 
from Linlithgow Bridge, and down to 
Blackness. In addition, motor vehicles 
were obtained from Falkirk Tramways, 
Young’s of Whitburn, the Linlithgow 
Motor Company, Tennant’s of Armadale, 
and Boyd’s of Bo’ness. 

All preparations in place, after the 
Provost’s Breakfast – held in the 
First Citizen’s own home (Wilmar in 
Strawberry Bank) - Provost William 
Philip and other dignitaries walked to 
Linlithgow Palace where the Provost 
briefly addressed the assembled troops, 
conveying the town’s admiration for  
all they had done remarking that,  
“the medium of words breaks down and 
completely fails when one attempts to 
describe what we all feel towards our  
own boys who had experienced the 
horrors of the battlefields.”

MARCHES OF 1919  Bruce Jamieson
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Provost William Philip. His house 
“Wilmar” came from a combination  
of his name and his wife, Mary.  
He is commemorated in the name  
“Philip Avenue”.

The Rev. Robert Coupar then led all in 
prayer, giving thanks to the Almighty and 
declaring that “victory has been achieved; 
thou hast set the people free and given us 
the prospect of peace although there is 
bound to be trouble ahead.”

(The minister’s words were to prove 
prophetic as just over a week later the 
Treaty of Versailles was signed – an act 
that was indeed to lead to many 
troubles ahead!)

The Rev. Coupar continued, praying 
for the repose of the souls of those who 
had fallen in the conflict. And of course, 
among the young men who had given 
their lives, was the minister’s own son, 
Captain Sydney Coupar, commemorated 
by the candelabra in St Michael’s Church.

One of the two candelabra given in 
memory of Captain Sydney Coupar. Top 
centre is the Linlithgow War Memorial 
bearing 158 names of those who died in 
the 1914-18 War.

Photographs were taken of the assembled 
company (sadly I have not been able to 
trace any of them) and then the squaddies, 
formed up in fours, marched in column 
down to the Cross, in time for the 11-00am 
departure of the Marches procession.  

The participants in the parade had been 
marshalled by Depute Chief Constable, 

Henry Robinson, and he duly set them 
off, led by the Bo’ness and Carriden 
Brass Band and right behind them, in 
horse-drawn carriages, the Provost, 
Magistrates, Town Council officials 
and guests. Behind them, in their 
motorised vehicles, came the soldiers, 
followed by the Linlithgow Pipe Band, 
the Fraternities, the Kinneil Reed Band, 
the Lochmill employees, other trade 
representatives and finally, marching to 
the music of the Wallacestone Pipe Band, 
the Dyers, in their traditional place at the 
rear of the procession. The cavalcade, and 
particularly the returning troops, were 
cheered along the whole route.

At the Brig, a lorry had been filled with 
supplies for the troops: twenty-four dozen 
(288) bottles of beer; twenty dozen (240) 
bottles of Lumsden’s lemonade and four 
hundred and twenty pies – all allocated to 
the soldiers as they sat in their vehicles, 
on production of a tear off slip from  
their invitations.

A delivery cart from Lumsden’s Aerated 
Water Works which was situated at  
the foot of the road leading up to  
St Michael’s Hospital.

On Marches Day 2019, the 
spectacle of many members of 
a Scottish Regiment will again 
be witnessed on Marches Day. 
The Royal Regiment of Scotland 
(SCOTS) has been invited by 
West Lothian Council to exercise 
its freedom rights by leading the 
Linlithgow Riding of the Marches 
through the town. The Regiment 
will be represented by the 1st, 2nd 
and 6th Battalions, Balaklava 
Company, their Pipes and Drums 
and the SCOTS band. 

The contingent will be 
accompanied by the Regimental 
Mascot, Corporal Cruachan IV,  
a Shetland pony. 
 

Corporal Cruachan IV with Pony Major 
Mark Wilkinson

The “Archangel Gun” captured in 1919 
– and normally on display at Glencorse 
Barracks.

The march past will begin at the 
Cross just before 11-00am and 
the salute will be taken by Major 
General Bob Bruce, (Colonel of 
the Royal Regiment of Scotland) 
accompanied by Provost John 
Cunningham, West Lothian 
Provost Tom Kerr, Lord Lieutenant 
of West Lothian, Moira Niven, and 
other dignitaries. 
As befits their honoured status as 
Freemen of the Burgh, the troops 
will march along the High Street 
with drums beating, bayonets 
fixed and colours (regimental 
flags) flying. In addition to the 
usual spectacle and pageantry 
which accompanies every Marches  
Day, it will provide for an 
unmissable occasion.
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If you are a business owner 
and employ staff, you will 
have insurance to cover your 
employees in the event that 
they have a workplace accident.  
If you have a factory or office, 
chances are you will have 
insurance on these.
 
However, you may have forgotten  
about protecting your most important 
assets – you as the owner or people key 
to your business.

Not enough businesses take time to 
consider and indeed seek cover if a 
key person in the business falls ill 
(including critical illness) or dies. 

>> What would happen to the day to 
day running of your company, would 
your income take a hit If a key person 
is affected?

>> Could you repay business debts 
or afford to pay the surviving spouse 
of the key member the value of the 
business owned by the Partner or 
Director?

There are different types of business 
all of which need protection however 
not all businesses need to protect the 
same things:

>> Limited Company –you may have 
a business loan, loan account or a 
business overdraft which would need  
to be protected.

>> Limited Liability Partnership and 
Partnerships – Do you have key people 
who contribute to the success of your 
business?

>> Sole Traders – Although you cannot 
own property or plans (these would be 
owned by the individual owner) what 
would happen if you or a co-owner were 
to suffer a serious illness or die?

People who are self-employed 
generally find that their business 
and personal finances are often 
interdependent. This means that you 
would look to protect yourself and 
your family. This could mean looking 
at business protection.

If you are a Director or a Partner in a 
business, you would look at business 
protection to bridge the gap should 
you, your partner or other directors 
fall ill or die. How could you afford to 
recruit someone qualified to take on 
the role of the key person.

What if you already have personal 
protection? That’s great and it means 
that your family would be covered in 
the event of your death, disability or 
critical illness but what about your 
business. If you could no longer work 
because of a disability or a critical 
illness how would your business 
cope and if you could go back to work 
afterwards would there still be a 
business to go back to?

If you would like to speak to one of our 
advisers about Business Protection 
then please call me, Susan Ralston, on 
0345 034 3424 or alternatively email 
me at susan@virtuemoney.com.
I can arrange an appointment 
that suits and remember the first 
consultation is free of charge and 
completely no obligation.

© 2016 Virtue Money  |  Virtue Money is a trading style of Policy Services Limited.  
Registered Office – Priorsford, 75 Grahamsdyke Road, Bo’ness, EH51 9DZ.  
Registered in Scotland No. 230167. Policy Services Limited is authorised and regulated  
by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA No. 214036. 

   www.virtuemoney.com   e: info@virtuemoney.com  t: 0345  034 3424

Susan Ralston  
tel: 0345 034 3424 or  
email: susan@virtuemoney.com
The first consultation is completely 
free of charge and no obligation.

FREE 
CONSULTATION

NOT ENOUGH BUSINESSES TAKE TIME TO CONSIDER AND  
INDEED SEEK COVER IF A KEY PERSON IN THE BUSINESS FALLS ILL  

(INCLUDING CRITICAL ILLNESS) OR DIES. 

BUSINESS PROTECTION – WHY YOU MIGHT NEED IT 
Susan Ralston, Virtue Money

This article is intended to provide 
a general review and opinion of 
certain topics and its purpose is to 
inform but not to recommend or 
support any specific investment  
or course of action.
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> DEEP CLEAN
> END OF TENANCY
> MOVING HOME  
> COMMERCIAL
> NESTING
> OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE

CALL NEIL GORDON (OWNER) 
FOR A FREE QUOTE:  

07891 460787
 

THE ULTIMATE IN A DEEP CLEAN

 

@ExtremeClean Linlithgow
@extreme_clean

0.50p

Collagen hand treatment £5 with any manicure

Acrylic infills (Shellac) £30.00 (75mins)
Acrylic infills (Acrylic) £25.00 (60mins)

Gel overlay infill (shellac) £30.00 (60mins)

overlay
Gel overlay nail repair £4.00 per nail art

Acrylic removals (not in house) £25.00 (45mins)

Shellac soak off (not in house) £10.00

Luxury pedicure (vinylux) £30.00 (45 mins)
Luxury pedicure (shellac) £42.00 (50 mins)

D O L L H O U S E  S U M M ER 
R E A DY  PA C K A G E S 

Tip and Toes  
£45
Tips & Tan  
Acrylic extensions  
with vinylux polish 
£45
Full leg, bikini,  
under arm £40
Doll Eyes £50  
Dollhouse brows  
and express lashes 
 
77 The Vennel 
High Street, Linlithgow 

T. 01506 847 222

MON 9AM-2PM
TUE 9AM-8PM

WED 9AM-4PM
THU 9AM-8PM
FRI 9AM-6PM
SAT 9AM-6PM

25 The High Street, Linlithgow EH49 7AB  tel: 01506 840225   
enquiries@lilypondcrafts.co.uk

> BLACK BITCH LIVE MUSIC  
We love live! And because you can’t download a live 

experience we bring you a variety of local artists. Sat 1st 
June Lynn Size, Sat 8 Lyrix, Sat 15 Amy Baillie, Sat 22 The 
Christies, Sun 30 Pure Malt. Karaoke last Sat of the month 
with Gerry. We are home to Linlithgow Folk Festival Assoc 

meeting first Thur and third Sun of month. Sky and BT 
sports - best live sporting action, biggest names and 
games. Relax, watch and enjoy with us. Black Bitch 

Merchandise - polo shirts, badges, whisky miniatures all 
branded with the Black Bitch logo - ideal for a special gift. 

Further live music: Sat July 6 Paige Turley  
Sat July 13 Angela Minty, Sat July 20 Brian Kelly.

The BLACK BITCH where you walk in and dance out!  

TEL. 01506 842147 14 West Port, Linlithgow EH49 7AZ 

BLACK BITCH
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207 High Street Linlithgow m. 07914845017
tel. 01506 238850  e: Sales@qworth.co.uk 

Inspiring Everyday Wear
 

HOME, OFFICE, COMPUTER AND  
GRAVE CLEANING SERVICES

TEL: 01506  842200
e. office@li2u.co.uk   www.li2u.co.uk

Our Quality & Wearable  
Fresh Spring Summer 2019 

CO L L ECT I O N  

IN-STORE 
RIGHT 
NOW
Huge thanks  

to everyone who 
attended our 

Fashion show.

 
 Knee, Hip,  
Lower Back  
Problems 
Call Today

chris hamilton  m: 07843 856922   
www.cghcreative.co.uk

 
WE DESIGN LOGOTYPES 
WEBSITES / BROCHURES 

ADVERTISING / EXHIBITIONS
 

TIME TO REFRESH  
YOUR COMPANY 

IDENTITY

?



O k, so the joke is not very 
funny but those people from 

Angola to India, Brazil to Kenya, who 
benefit from getting plentiful, 
accessible, clean water from a Sand 
Dam have much to smile about.

And what exactly is a Sand Dam?   
It’s a neat bit of lateral thinking.   
A sand dam is a simple, low cost,  
low maintenance technology that 
retains rainwater and recharges 
groundwater by building a small dam 
across a seasonal sandy river. The 
water is protected by the sand from 
evaporation and infestation by 
harmful insect life and bacteria and 
when the river is flood, silt flows over 
the shallow dam and away. Sand dams 
are the most cost-effective method  
of water conservation in parts of Africa 
and other dryland environments.  
Using local labour, a reinforced  
rubble cement wall with integral pipes 
with stopcocks is built under the 
supervision of experts provided by  
the charity, Excellent Development.

Sand Dams is one of the two charities 
being supported by the Rotary Club 
of Linlithgow Grange in their 2019 
Rotary Charity Golf Tournament 
being held at Linlithgow Golf Club 
on Monday 26 August 2019. Rotary 

International is a 
worldwide network of inspired men 
and women who volunteer their time 
and talents to support their local 
communities and communities 
around the world. Rotarians are 
committed to working together to 
promote peace, prevent disease, 
provide access to clean water and 
sanitation, enhance maternal  
and child health, improve basic 
education and literacy, and develop 
communities.

The other charity which will benefit 
from the money raised is Mary’s 
Meals. Linlithgow Grange Rotary 
Club has been an active champion  
of the Scottish based charity which 
provides meals for over 1.5 million 
school children in developing nations 
when they attend school. The meals 
use locally sourced ingredients and 
are prepared by local volunteers.  
Mary’s Meals was chosen as the 
co-beneficiary of this year’s Charity 
Golf Tournament to honour the 
memory of member Douglas 
Robertson who was an active 
ambassador for the charity  
personally raising over £100,000.  

Being a Rotarian is one way of giving 
back to the community some of life’s 
good fortune. It is open to all 
regardless of race or creed. Fellowship 
plays a large part of meeting weekly  
at Linlithgow Golf Club when after a 
meal, members are usually addressed 
by an interesting speaker. Fun also 
plays its part with the social side of 
club activities involving members and 
partners. Fun and fellowship is the oil 
that keeps the club working effectively 
fund-raising and it is the proud record 
of the club to have raised over 
£350,000 for local, national and 
international good causes over the 
past 26 years.

If you are interested in learning  
more about becoming a Rotarian, 
please contact  
Club Secretary,  
David Timperley at  
d.timperleyrclg4@virginmedia.com.

There are some team slots  
still available for the Golf 
Tournament. If you would like 
to participate, the cost is £125 
for a four-ball. This includes  
a meal at the end of the round.  
Perhaps you are not a golfer 
but would still like to play your 
part. You can sponsor a tee or  
a green for only £50 or donate  
a prize for the competition or 
raffle. Please contact David  
at the email address above.

Linlithgow Grange  
2019 Rotary Charity  
Golf Tournament at 
Linlithgow Golf Club  
on Monday August 26

QUESTION:  
When is a river not 
a river? When its  
a Sand Dam!   

Mon 
26
Aug
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BE 
KIND  
TO YOUR  
MIND

REG NO: 157673 REG NO: PLY19302

WITH A CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY CONSULTATION

SPECIALISING IN:

//  Co-productive 
Relationships

//  Consultancy Services

//  Assessments 
Formulations and 
Interventions

// Organisations

//  Groups  
and Individuals

“I provide a committed, experienced, and 
confidential clinical psychology service. The first 
consultation is without charge to discover how we 
might best work together. You just need to phone 
or email me to start the process.”

For your FREE consultation
contact Dr Andrew Perry on:

or email: ajfp123@gmail.com 
07503 316 840

Local professional golfer Stephen Gallacher who was recently 
crowned Hero Indian open champion 2019 was delighted to 

officially open the new Greensteam valeting and detailing centre, 
with state of the art German made Ehrle drive through smartwash 
technology. The new facility situated at the entrance to Mill Road 
Enterprise Park in Linlithgow opened at the end of April  
and Stephen said,  “I have used Greensteam to get my cars cleaned 
since they opened 6 years ago and cannot praise them enough, the 
lads always do a top class job and are always polite and very helpful. 
Their new drive through smartwash is an impressive piece of kit and 
they have obviously put a lot of time effort and money into providing 
Linlithgow with a professional car cleaning centre.”

Since opening in a small unit at the back of Mill Road Enterprise Park 
in 2013 Greensteam have built up a loyal customer base but always 
knew they would have to move at some point as they were outgrowing 
their small unit. When the chance came up to buy council land  
at the front of the estate 2 years ago they moved quickly.  
 
Owner Tim Nicoll said “We wanted to have a more easily accessible  
position for customers to come too in the estate and also to add 
new facilities like the new drive through smartwash, so when the 
opportunity came to buy the land we grabbed it with both hands.”

It has been a long process turning what was basically a field into 
a car valeting centre and industrial units one of which is occupied 
by Screwfix, Tim added “It has been a stressful but very satisfying 
process now that we occupy a prime spot at the start of the estate 
and to know that we have also attracted a lot of new jobs with the 
project so far.”       

Tim added “We have invested heavily in providing 
Linlithgow and the surrounding area with a professional 
valeting centre and state of the art drive through 
smartwash; our new smartwash reduces the amount 
of waiting time to get your car washed without 
compromising on quality. This system can also be 
operated self service along with 2 turbo hoover bays  
that have been installed. We also plan to open the self 
service from 5.30pm - 10pm weekdays and Sunday  
9am - 10pm throughout the summer giving customers 
who like cleaning their cars themselves in the nice 
weather the chance to do so.”
In addition to the drive through smartwash and basic valeting 
Greensteam can steam clean cars’ interiors and exteriors, engine bays 
 

and even baby seats and prams. They also offer detailing at their  
new centre from simple small scratch removal to full bodywork 
machine polishes.

All details and services on their new website: 
www.greensteamscotland.com  
Call us on 07871145852 or find us on facebook 

www.greensteamscotland.com   

Owner Tim Nicoll & Kyle NicollGolfer Stephen Gallacher with the Greensteam team
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We can help with: 

o Back/Neck Pain 
o Sports Injuries 
o Joint/Muscle Pain 
o Ante/post Natal Care 
o Modified Pilates 
o Bladder Problems 
o Headaches  
o Dizziness 
o Acupuncture 

           
 

    Local Physiotherapy Clinic. 
   

                                                                                               

Linlithgow
Physiotherapy

 
26c High Street 

Linlithgow 
EH49 7AE 

 

Karen Graham 
Pamela Armstrong  

 

Tel. 01506 238189 
 

www.linlithgowphysiotherapy.co.uk 
contacts@linlithgowphysiotherapy.co.uk 

 
 

Healthcare Insurers  Recognised 
HCPC registered 

 
 

Were you aware that many of the shops in 
Linlithgow had decorated their windows over  
the Easter weekend? Did you ask yourself why  
the French theme became so prominent?  
If you read on you will find out.

It was in July 1989 that Linlithgow welcomed one hundred and 
twenty visitors from Guyancourt for the second formal town twinning 
ceremony, following the first signing in Guyancourt a year earlier. 
Their visit happily coincided with the visit of Her Majesty the Queen 
to the town to celebrate the 600th anniversary of the granting of 
the charter to the Royal Burgh of Linlithgow. Thirty years later and 
after many exchange visits over the years, the Linlithgow Twinning 
Association welcomed 62 visitors from Guyancourt and a further  
4 from Guyancourt’s German twin town of Pegnitz, to the town 
over the Easter weekend to celebrate this anniversary. Following a 
welcoming reception on Good Friday evening in the Linlithgow Rose 
Social Club, the visitors and their allocated host families spent the 
rest of the evening in the family homes. In many cases the hosts and 
guests were renewing old friendships established over the 30 years  
but there were also a number making their first visit to Linlithgow. 

On Saturday morning the visitors split into three groups, one of 
Ramblers joined with the Linlithgow Ramblers making for an all-day 
ramble near Bridge of Allan, the second made their way by coach 
to Bannockburn and spent the morning in the battlefield centre, 
while the third made their way into the Wine Cellar of Linlithgow 
Palace and were entertained by Quern in a presentation of the ‘Auld 
Alliance’. This historical presentation was read in French by two of 
the guests while the accompanying music and song was provided by 
Quern. Groups two and three then joined together in Linlithgow for 
lunch before exchanging their venues for the afternoon sessions.

On Saturday evening all the guests and hosts made their way to 
the Beancross Hotel for a Twinning Party. Provost Tom Kerr made 
a speech of welcome and offered small gifts to the officials from 
Guyancourt and Pegnitz. Ken Richardson, president of Linlithgow 
Rugby Club presented a quaich of friendship to Guyancourt noting 
that the Rugby Club, whose first visit to Guyancourt in 1987 played 
a big part in the formation of the twinning, still continues its annual 
rugby exchange with Guyancourt.

On Sunday morning some of the visitors made their way to the 
Easter morning service atop Cockleroy Hill while the local Ramblers 
welcomed their French guests for a ramble out of Swanston. Others 
spent the day with their host families, in and around Linlithgow, 
many commenting on the marvellous variety of shop window 
displays in the High Street commemorating the 30 years of town 
twinning. In the evening an informal musical evening was arranged 
by the Association in the Burgh Halls, the highlight being a 
demonstration of dancing by the Jean Shannly dancers.

The short weekend visit came to an end on Monday morning as the 
visitors left for home after another thoroughly enjoyable twinning 
weekend. The glorious weather all weekend was the icing on the cake.

 

Auld Alliance and 30 years of celebration Gaynor Parry

In Autumn 2019, an annual painters and sculptors 
exhibition will be held in an artistical and cultural 
centre called “la ferme du Manet” in Montigny, close 
to Linlithgow’s twin town of Guyancourt. The twinning 
committee of Guyancourt has extended an invitation to 
artists from Linlithgow to join in this event and both  
display and sell their works. The event will take place  
over the weekend of 26th and 27th October.  

Anyone who wishes to participate will be hosted in 
Guyancourt by members of the Twinning Association so 
the only costs involved will be those required to transport 
the works of art and the cost of the journey. If you are 
interested or would like more information please  
contact Gaynor Parry at; lintwinsec@gmail.com

CALLING    
ALL ARTISTS...
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THE  
ARTS

I was invited recently to the annual 
Advanced Higher Exhibition and 
prizegiving at Linlithgow Academy, 
showcasing the work of 22 talented 
S6 students, the biggest ever year as 
normally only 12-14 pick this subject. 
With expressive arts and design 
featured, it showed a snapshot of 
the work the students have been 
creating over the year towards their 
Advanced Higher qualification. 

Many of the students are going on to 
pursue creative pathways, but others 
are aiming for a diverse range of 
careers ranging from bio-medicine and 
veterinary science to musical theatre!  
The commitment of these students 
impressed me, and I’m sure they will all 
benefit in their future careers from the 
range of skills gained this year, from 
problem solving to time-management.   
I believe that having the ability to escape 
to Art over their lives will also benefit 
their mental wellbeing.

The teachers are proud that the standard 
of work has been incredibly high this 
year, and were obviously moved at the 
presentation ceremony. 

The Lord Provost trophy for outstanding 
Expressive Art was won by Chiara 
McDougall with Bethany Baird in 2nd 
place and Denisa Balasoiu in 3rd place.  

Ruby Hudson won The Weavers & Dyers 
Trophy for excellence in Design with a 
very interesting collection of sculptural 
items.

Peter Scott from the Linlithgow Art 
Collective, in partnership with Cass 
Arts, presented prizes to Anya Gray, 
Tania Sutton and Katherine Stewart, and 
mentioned that he expected we would see 
more of some of these artists in the future. 

I was particularly drawn to a set of 3 
portraits (pictured) by Bethany Baird and 
asked her why she had stuck with one 
colour for each of these. She explained 
that she felt that by using a specific colour 
it helped bring out the emotions in the 
portraits, and that is clear from these 
examples. Bethany explained that before 
she started doing Advanced Higher 
Art, she had not really used paint – her 
preferred medium was pencil or charcoal, 
and she often only used black and white. 
She must be very pleased with the way 
her portfolio has turned out. I wish her 
well on her portfolio course at college  
and in her future career.

Well done to the  
pupils and teachers  
in Linlithgow Art 
department – it was  
an impressive show.  
 
Pat Swan

Thriving Academy Arts Scene

Bethany Baird

Award for 
Outstanding 
Expressive  
Art was won  
by Chiara  
McDougall

Ruby Hudson
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DRAMATIC SCENES AT LINLITHGOW MUSEUM

Escaping cows, slow motion 
battles, Mary, Queen of Scots: 
there was great excitement 
in Linlithgow’s new museum 
recently, when some Primary 
Sixes came to visit. They had  
been given the task of interpreting 
Linlithgow’s history through 
drama and music - and they rose 
to the challenge brilliantly.

The performances were the culmination 
of two community projects initiated by the 
museum: ‘Curious Histories’, written and 
acted by pupils from Linlithgow Bridge 
and Linlithgow Primary Schools; and 
‘Songs for Our New Museum’, written, 
accompanied and sung by pupils from 
Low Port, Linlithgow and Springfield 
Primaries.

‘We were blown away by the talent and 
enthusiasm shown by everyone involved,’ 
said museum project manager, Stephen 
Balfour. ‘This is exactly the type of 
activity that our community space is 
designed for, and to see it being used  
so soon after we opened to the public – 
and in such an entertaining way –  
was very exciting.’

Both projects revolved around artefacts 
from the museum. These were used to 
inspire ideas from which the children 
could create plays and songs.

First up was the drama project, run by 
local youth arts company Firefly Arts. 
Firefly specialises in collaborative drama 
and media projects, and had its work 
cut out co-ordinating two schools, four 
performances, 65 children and the  
entire floor space of the museum.

According to Eleanor Morrison, 
Associate Director of Firefly, ‘we knew 
straight away that this would have 
to be a promenade piece and that we 
would have to work out how to move 
the audience through the galleries too. 
But the challenge sparked off all sorts 
of ideas amongst the young people. We 
focused on the royal connection in the 
first gallery, farming and industry in 
the second, and war and evacuees in the 
third. We then brought everyone together 
in the community space for a re-run of 
the Battle of Linlithgow Bridge!’

‘The young people deserve a massive 
‘Well Done!’ for all their work and 
energy,’ said Eleanor. 

The drama performances took place on 
1st and 9th May, after weeks of rehearsal 
by all involved. There were more 
performances on 2nd May too, this time  

of the four songs created under the 
guidance of community musician  
Caro Overy.

For this project, each class created one 
song, inspired by a different historical 
object connected with Linlithgow. Low 
Port looked at the old town bell, while 
Springfield combined class work on the 
industrial revolution with songs about 
shoes and glass bottles. Linlithgow 
Primary looked even further back in  
time, taking a medieval brooch as  
their inspiration.

The children also learned about music: 
writing lyrics and deciding on the rhythm, 
tempo and shape of the song they were 
creating. And while each class performed 
their song separately, all four songs were 
recorded and put together on a CD.  
It is now for sale in the museum shop.

According to Caro, the project required  
a lot of group decision making. 

‘We split into little groups to work on the 
verses,’ said Caro. ‘Then there were larger 
class discussions about what we liked 
and didn’t like. It was a different and 
exciting way to connect children with 
their local history and landscape.’

In all, around 200 children took part in 
the projects, which made full use of the 
museum’s new Community Space facility. 

 
 
It’s a great start for the new 
museum, which is keen to host 
more community projects in 
the future. Some are already 
scheduled, including using 
Minecraft to recreate old 
Linlithgow, reminiscence sessions 
and an oral history project 
focusing on the brewing industry 
in West Lothian and the social 
activity of going to the pub. 
The aim is to develop the museum as  
a place full of energy and activities and 
the team is always open to suggestions. 
So if you or your organisation have a 
project in mind, please get in touch. 

For further information contact  
Stuart Kennedy at  
stuart@linlithgowHT.onmicrosoft.com

Stuart Kennedy
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BEECRAIGS FESTIVE FOREST 
ROWEN EVENTS LIMITED
From Friday 29 November 
2019 till New Year’s Day 2020, 
visitors to Beecraigs Country 
Park will experience the very 
best in winter entertainment 
as Beecraigs Festive Forest 
presents a spectacular new 
illumination event unique to one 
of West Lothian’s largest visitor 
attractions. 

Visitors to Beecraigs Festive Forest can 
expect an incredible festive illumination 
through 1.5km of picturesque woodland, 
featuring state-of-the-art projection, light 
and fire installations, interactive areas 
for kids young and old (and grown-ups 
who should know better) to get in the 
festive spirit and create amazing family 
memories.

Daytime and evening visitors can enjoy 
the outdoor Christmas Market area 
featuring delicious Christmas fayre, 
market stalls with local producers and 
vintage funfair rides, along with a Santa 
Storytelling Experience, Christmas Tree 
Maze, Santa’s Post Box and Letter Writing 
Station, Face painting and a Silent Disco. 

Beecraigs Festive Forest is perfectly 
located for local audiences from 
Linlithgow, Bathgate, Livingston and 
Falkirk, and only a 35-minute drive from 
both Edinburgh and Fife.

Checkout our website for more details 
later: www.beecraigsfestiveforest.com

AND 
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ROWEN EVENTS LIMITED -  
AN INTRODUCTION....  
 
On paper, Rowen Events was 
formed in 2017 by 2 local 
businessmen (Roy Snedden  
and Ewen McMartin). In reality,  
Rowen Events was formed  
nearly 40 years ago as the  
2 local lads established a  
long lasting friendship.

This friendship has stood the test 
of time and their pride of both 
being from Linlithgow (‘The Royal 
Burgh!’) has proven to be the 
foundation and driving force 
behind the Company and  
their first venture – Beecraigs 
Festive Forest. 

“From small seeds great  
things grow” is truly the ethos  
of Rowen Events.

The seed was sown simply from 
a throwaway comment made 
by Roy’s son Jamie back in 
2016 when he was 5 years old. 
He simply said “is that it Dad?” 
after visiting another outdoor 
Christmas event. The statement 
struck a chord and a burning 
creative ambition was lit to deliver 
something bigger and better  
with a high end quality feel. 

Working in partnership with 
the leading industry experts, 
Rowen and Unique will make the 
impossible possible by delivering 
the Beecraigs festive Forest event 
throughout December 2019.

This is set to be a high quality 
production mixing local and 
national festive interests, traders, 
traditions and attractions.

Its early days for Rowen Events, 
but with bold expansion plans 
and future projects in the pipeline, 
this ambitious creative company 
plan to keep flying the local flag 
high for some time to come.

 

Roy & Ewen

STATE-OF-THE-ART PROJECTION, 

LIGHT AND FIRE INSTALLATIONS,

INTERACTIVE AREAS FOR KIDS, 

YOUNG AND OLD



31

GALA DAY   
TAKES CENTRE STAGE
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The Linlithgow and Linlithgow 
Bridge Children’s Gala Day 
committee would like to publicly 
thank everyone who responded  
to their recent appeal for funds  
for a new stage.

The appeal was launched two 
months ago in the Black Bitch 
Magazine and a donation envelope 
was included in all the 6,000 
copies that went through local 
letterboxes.

As this latest magazine was going to 
print, the envelopes had raised £2166. 
The various collecting points, such as 
Tesco, the Springfield Spar shop and 
Elle hairdressers are still accepting 
donations and envelopes are available 
at the local library. £978 was raised at 
the Soul Kings night at the Rose Club, 
which was organised specifically for the 
stage fundraising and at least a further 
£1000 will be received through the Tesco 
“Bags of Help” scheme. St John’s Church 
donated the proceeds from their Friday 
morning cafes during April and this  
was a very welcome initiative.

Giving an update on the stage appeal, 
Gala Day secretary, Anne Wilson, 
thanked everyone who had responded 
so generously. She was also delighted to 
announce that locally owned company, 
Scotia Event Services had read the article 
in the magazine and were only too happy 
to assist the Gala Day. Established in 
1976, the company provides all the skills, 
services and personnel required to run 
events throughout Scotland, including 
Party at the Palace in Linlithgow.

Anne told me: “We have had excellent 
discussions with Scotia Event Services 
and the deal they are giving us is 
amazing. They are donating the stage 
and we will only pay for the labour, which 
will save us a huge amount of money.  
We are now talking to them about  
what we want and it’s all really, good.  
I had to pinch them and ask if they were 
for real! It’s so exciting to be finally  
getting somewhere.”

The build-up to the big day on 
Saturday June 22nd is now well 
underway and the rehearsals for all 
the retinue and other participants 
are in full swing.

Committee Chair,  
Marion Fleming, said: 
“It’s all going well. The children have 
been well-behaved, and they have 
surprised us in the way they have  
quickly picked up their roles.  
They are a really good bunch.”

This year, more children than ever will 
be involved, with six extra fairies, flower 
girls and junior guards and two additional 
bower girls. With more capacity on the 
stage, it is hoped than numbers can be 
increased further in the coming years.

The Gala Queen-Elect is Ambra 
Pannozzo, (top right), Chief Lady 
is Louise Clark and the Champion 
is Joseph Moon. Crowning the 
Queen will be Mrs Averil Stewart, 
who is well known as a stalwart 
of the amazing Burgh Beautiful 
organisation. 

At least nine bands will be providing 
music on the day and all the local  
Primary schools will be in attendance 
with decorated vehicles and characters 
in fancy dress. The procession gets 
underway at 12 noon from Mill Road  
in Linlithgow Bridge.

This year will also see the return of 
two old Gala Day favourites, the goodie 
bags and the sports. The bags will cost 
£3 and tickets can be bought in advance 
from any committee members or at the 
Gala Day stall at the Round Table Fete. 
Linlithgow Athletics Club are helping 
to organise sports in the Peel on the 
Wednesday night before the Gala Day 
and on the day itself. 

Full details are available in the 
programme, which is currently on  
sale in all the usual local outlets.

Murdoch Kennedy



32 BLACK BITCH ISSUE 66  | JUNE 2019

PAUL ROLFE 
PROPERTY MARKET COMMENTARY

Sell your home with Paul Rolfe
T 01506 828282
W paulrolfe.co.uk

Our unrivalled knowledge of the 

Linlithgow property market will 

help you make your next step.

House price statistics for the 1st 
quarter of 2019 are now available 
from Registers of Scotland. These 
show that compared to the 1st 
quarter of 2018, the average 
property price in Scotland as a 
whole, flatlined. Of course, there 
are important regional variations 
and the figures for West Lothian 
showed that the average property 
price rose by 6% to £171,637. 
 
The volume of property sold in 
Scotland over the same period 
rose by 3.9%, yet in West Lothian 
it increased by 12.8%.

Our experience of the property 
market in Linlithgow is that 
there was a slight hiatus in the 
immediate run up to the Brexit 
29th March deadline, but since 
that has passed, we believe 
activity and confidence in the 
property market has returned to 
levels we have seen over the past 
two or three years. Home buyers 
are fed up waiting for the outcome 
of Brexit and are getting on with 
their lives.

Fresh research conducted by the property 
portal Zoopla reveals that the top four 
fastest property selling areas in the UK 
are all in Scotland, with Falkirk and 
Edinburgh taking the joint top place with 
an average of 27 days to secure an offer, 
followed by Glasgow on 31 days and 
Stirling on 32 Days. London is amongst 
the slowest selling areas in the UK. 

Annabel Dixon, spokesperson for 
Zoopla said “The key is to get pricing 
correct, meaning the best way to sell 
a home quickly is to ask for true value 
given the current market.” “Overpriced 
homes won’t shift and may have to be 
discounted.”

More bad news for online estate agents. 
Purplebricks recently announced it was 
shutting down it’s Australia operation, 
that one of its founders had left the 
company and that it’s operation in the 
United States was under strategic review. 
It’s share price was hitting £4.98 in July 
2017, but as we write this article the 
current share price is £1.07.

The Scottish Government recently 
announced it was extending its Help To 
Buy scheme for first time buyer and was 
putting in a further £100 million over the 
next two years. The scheme helps first 
time buyers of affordable new build homes 
up to £200,000. First time buyers need 
to qualify for a mortgage of 80% of the 
purchase price and be able to put down a 
5% deposit. They can apply to the govt for 
the remaining 15% of the purchase price. 
If successful, the Government effectively 
takes a 15% equity stake in the property. 
If at some point in the future the owners 
decide to sell the property and they have 
not paid back to the Government the 
money they provided to assist buying 
the property in the first instance the 
Government will get 15% of the sale price 
when the property is subsequently sold. 

House 
Selling Tips 

Our house selling tip for this edition 
of the magazine is tackle nicks and 
scratches, holes and other blemishes to 
walls and woodwork that could give the 
impression to prospective buyers that 
the property has been neglected. Start 
with cleaning foam pads and go through 
the house removing any scuffs from 
walls. 

Look for any areas that may need a bit 
more TLC, and be prepared to do some 
paint touch ups if you notice areas of 
chipped paint finish or small dents. 
The purpose of this is as much about 
showing potential buyers that you 
have put the effort into keeping your 
home properly maintained during your 
ownership, as it is about making your 
home look nice. 

Paul Rolfe

The volume of property 
sold in Scotland over 
the same period rose 
by 3.9%, yet in West 
Lothian it increased  
by 12.8%.

 

12.8% 
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PETS’
Poppy is an 8-and-a-half-year-old Ragdoll 
whose owner is Westport’s Receptionist 
Marjorie. Marjorie describes Poppy as a 
beautiful diva who is very much the boss!
Poppy’s favourite toy is her scratching post which 
is ‘purrfect’ for keeping her claws nice and sharp. 
She also loves chasing a rolled up Tunnocks 
teacake wrapper. Cats have a marvellous way  
of proving that enrichment and entertainment 
doesn’t have to cost you a fortune - just a love  
of teacakes!
She also entertains the family with her attempts 
to get inside bags and boxes and having a ‘mad 
half hour’ of cat zoomies up and down the stairs.
When she’s not busy being the boss of the 
house, she likes to relax behind the computer 
monitor where there is a radiator to bask on.
Poppy does have rather a naughty habit of 
eating cut flowers and houseplants. Even those 
which are ‘cat friendly’ she disapproves of them 
being indoors. Being the boss, she makes her 
feelings clear by going out of her way to knock 
them over!
There are lots of flowers and plants which are 
toxic to cats. These items do not carry a warning 
and often individual flowers can be found 
amongst a bunch of flowers so cat owners need 
to be vigilant when having any of these at home.

Cats are usually careful about what they eat 
however sometimes young cats, inquisitive  
or bored, may nibble on a plant which makes 
them sick. They can also unintentionally  
ingest poisonous pollen or plant matter  
whilst grooming.
Common blooms like lilies, marigolds and 
poppies can be harmful, as well as seasonal 
plants like mistletoe and poinsettia.
Lilies are particularly toxic. Although you may 
find your cat is disinterested in eating them, there 
is always a risk that they come into contact with 
the flower’s pollen, simply by rubbing against it 
and absent-minded licking their fur after.
Unfortunately, there are several different kinds 
of lily which are highly toxic such as Easter lily, 
Tiger lily and other lily varieties. All parts of the 
plant are toxic if ingested - the smallest amount 
can lead to severe poisoning. 
If your cat enjoys eating grass, there are 
cat-friendly varieties which you can grow at 
home such as catnip, cat thyme, mint and 
lavender. When gardening, it is recommended 
to always clear away clipping as these can 
intrigue curious cats.

Stuart from the Westport Veterinary  
Clinic tells us about some of his  
regular customers. This month’s  
‘pet of the month’ is Poppy. Hello

I’m Poppy

 

12.8% 

  

SPRING INTO ACTION 
AND PLAY NETBALL   

 
 

For more information on our netball sessions  
at XCITE follow us on Facebook or 

email: linlithgownetballclub@gmail.com

BRITISH WEIGHTLIFTING 
FITNESS CLASSES ALL LEVELS 

MILITARY BOOTCAMPS 
PERSONAL TRAINING 

SPORTS MASSAGE

KINNEIL FITNESS  
& PERSONAL TRAINING

C A L L  L E E  O N

T :  07775 622620 
E : Lee Mellor artisanpd@hotmail.co.uk 

Facebook @kinneilfitness. 
www.kinneilfitnessandpersonaltraining.com

If you are worried your cat may have 
ingested or been in contact with  
a toxic plant please contact your vet 
immediately. Do not wait to observe  
signs or reactions - time is of the essence  
in these situations.

If you have concerns or questions,  
contact Westport Vet on 01506 844165.
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Personal, considered, 
comprehensive

01506 200580
www.morrisonpwm.com

enquiries@morrisonpwm.com

You are our client, not your money

T E L :  015 0 6  6 70 4 2 9

Linlithgow 
Linlithgow’s No1 Trade Kitchen Supplier 

Supplier of Kitchens to Suit all Budgets, 
Bathroom Units, Appliances, Accessories, 

Flooring, Doors, Joinery & Hardware. 

 
Mill Road Industrial Estate, Linlithgow, EH49 7SF  

Tel: 01506 670940 Email: linlithgow@howdens.com 
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Specialising in herbal medicine & tonics tailored  
to your specific needs 

www.greenfieldherbalist.com

5 Royal Terrace, Linlithgow, EH49 6HQ    tel: 01506 842888     mob: 0777 3013357    email: annettegreenfield@gmail.com   

Domestic & Commercial Cleaning

07961 134 029
01506 826 459
crclean.co.uk

book online

Unit 1 Bo’mains Ind Est
Bo’ness

EH51 0QG

Domestic & Commercial Cleaning

07961 134 029
01506 826 459
crclean.co.uk

book online

Unit 1 Bo’mains Ind Est
Bo’ness

EH51 0QG



Call now 01506 828282 

Visit our website Paulrolfe.co.uk

More sales agreed in 2019 
so far than ALL other 
Linlithgow Estate Agents.
Call 01506 828282 to find out how  

Paul Rolfe can deliver a great result for you.

No4 The Vennel, Linlithgow, EH49 7EX


